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A warm welcome to this website, designed primarily as a wake-up call to
disciples of Jesus Christ but also, dear Reader, to you if you have been
advised to use it as a spur to buy a Bible in a modern translation and
find your heart and mind strangely moved.

This website is an opportunity to consider the times in which we live
from the viewpoint of heaven. It contains a book of addresses given by
Rev. Theo M. Bamber who first agreed to print a series of sermons he had
preached in 1927, and was prevailed upon to do the same in 1939 just
weeks before the outbreak of World War 2 so it is interestingly ‘dated’
revealing something of the atmosphere and perspective of that year. This
website goes live in 2018, the year in which the nation of Israel
celebrated 70 years of its current history; 79 years since the author’s
book was released.

Today very few young people appreciate that in the Word of God the
re-establishment of that nation was prophesied long before Christ’s
birth (His first advent) and that nation’s world-wide exile following
its rejection of the man Jesus as being divine, God in human flesh,
their promised Messiah. It is surely worth considering the implications
of some Old Testament prophetic verses including from the book of
Ezekiel chapter 36:22-36 and thinking seriously about the direction
current events are pointing.

The book featured here deserves to be read by people who today have no
opportunity to find a copy. Very few still exist and most are dogeared
and disintegrating. It deserves a wider readership than in its original
form. The author’s daughter offers readers a great deal more information
about her father at http://www.theobamber.co.uk.

TMB, as Rev. Theo M. Bamber was affectionately known, was convinced that
every Christian ought to be engaged in the spiritual battle of winning
souls, that the revelation about the end of this present age was a
motivational truth with which to challenge every generation. For this
reason he was happy to be known as a Second Adventist. He glimpsed a
rapidly changing world but could not have imagined technology extending
to Cyber warfare. And TMB might not have used this title had he been
aware of what it today implies according to Wikipedia.

His trust was in nothing other than the Bible and the Holy Spirit’s
guidance. We also need to consider God’s marvellous provision in giving
us His Son to redeem us out of sin and Satan’s rule before the present
world order is swept away at Christ’s Appearing. The Lord revealed to
the apostle John this unimaginable end to human achievement and pride,
and the equally unimaginable splendour of His Return, to motivate every
thinking person to make sure they, and we, are in right relationship
with Him, our Creator, Sustainer and coming Judge.

The preacher and author opens his heart to us in chapter 11 entitled
The Two Advents so while this may not be your ‘normal
read,’ God grant you an open heart and mind to re-evaluate what really
matters today and into a future which none of us can control.

Revelation is a book which many devout Christians have interpreted
differently. Nevertheless, it outlines future events which will become
facts of His-story on the Day of God’s choosing. Dogmatism over detail
spoils our testimony, so hold on to our Lord’s answer to the Jewish High
Priest a few hours before His crucifixion as recorded in Matthew’s
gospel chapter 26 verse 64 and believe HIM!

Any reproduction in any form, of the title HIS PERSONAL RETURN featured
here is permitted, as long as no change is made in the text and it is
fully ascribed to the Rev. Theo Bamber.
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PREFACE

About twelve years ago I took a course of sermons on our Lord’s Glorious
Appearing. The folk at Rye Lane Chapel were deeply interested. The truth
gripped their hearts, and there were a number who asked that they might
be put into permanent form. This was done, and it has been a matter of
deep gratitude to God that not infrequently one has heard of blessing
through that book. Back in August last, before the Munich crisis, as I
was waiting on God concerning the winter’s testimony it was strongly
laid upon my heart that it was His will that the testimony should be
repeated, and a series of sermons was therefore arranged. The subjects
at once attracted attention. Not in recent years have we had larger
congregations. That, of course, is no evidence of Divine favour,
although it does shew that the Lord’s people are deeply interested in
the subject. But I think we may confidently add that we were truly
conscious of the presence of the Spirit in our midst, and during the
course of the series souls were saved, baptisms were held, and the
spirit of prayer deepened in our midst.

Once again, the subjects taken are being put into print. Each chapter
formed the subject of a sermon, but each has been entirely re-written
and is not now exactly as it was preached. There have been several
additions, which those who heard the word preached will possibly notice.
I take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to God for the gracious
privilege He has vouchsafed to me in permitting me to minister to such a
people as we have at Rye Lane. Amongst them are mighty intercessors, men
and women who know how to lay hold of God in believing prayer. They
upheld the testimony before it was uttered, they prevailed in prayer
while it was going forth, and they watered the seed afterwards. It is no
mean privilege to be the pastor of such a people. Whatever the future
may hold I can declare with truth that in them my heart’s desire is
being satisfied, and when the revival for which we pray comes, as it
certainly will, we shall rejoice together.

Rye Lane Chapel, Peckham, London, S.E.15 March, 1939.





          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
1. The Testimony of the Scriptures

Two facts are very strongly impressed upon my mind today. The first
is the amazing ignorance of the common people both within and
without religious circles of what is the heart of the Christian
gospel. It can be summed up in this way. Most folk think the
Christian gospel is a new variety of the Ten Commandments, something
they have to do. Very few indeed have the slightest idea that the
Christian gospel is the good news of what God has done! The other
fact that deeply impresses me is the unwillingness of modern
Christendom to examine its relationship to God. It is deeply
concerned about the relationship of itself to the masses but takes
for granted that its relationship to God is infallibly correct.
Today the successful preacher is the man who can by any means get
his building full. The devices adopted, the message uttered, are
matters for his individual liberty. All that matters is that he
should get the people across the threshold of the chapel or church.
No concern is displayed by ministers or church members as to whether
the views expressed are consistent with Scripture. So far indeed
from the Bible being the standard of truth and light it has itself
become the subject of the critical judgment of the carnal mind. It
ought to be a matter of the gravest concern to all Christians that
the message proclaimed should have the authority of the Word of God.
Differences of conclusion on truth there may be, but they are due
not to the Word of God but to failure of the mind to be truly and
absolutely led of the Holy Spirit. That apart, no man has any right
to declare to the people what he has not himself learned from the
Word of God by the aid of the Holy Spirit. When these two facts are
clearly faced in the light of the teaching of the Scriptures there
can be no possible doubt whatever that the Gospel is the good news
concerning Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, crucified for
sin, risen for our justification, crowned with glory and honour in
the throne of the Father and personally returning for His church and
then with His church in visible glory when every eye shall see Him.

The test of a church is not necessarily and certainly not primarily
its numbers. If I were seeking for evidence of a really virile
church I should look for a testimony that was entirely and
absolutely centred on Jesus as Lord. I should expect to find a
people who loved prayer and were proving its power, a people to whom
the thought of a church without a prayer meeting was beyond
contemplation, a spiritual monstrosity. I should look for a church
where missionary interest was keen, were members would
unhesitatingly give one guinea to foreign missionary enterprise
before they would give a similar amount to an organisation working
for what is called world peace. These are some of the
characteristics, necessary characteristics of a really spiritual and
therefore virile church and these characteristics will flourish in a
church where the personal return of our Lord is proclaimed. Yet the
man who allows himself to be known as a second Adventist will soon
be labelled a crank. I remember being invited to Broadcasting House
for the purpose of discussing the possibility of a broadcast from
Rye Lane Chapel. I was at once told that the people of this country
were very ignorant of religion and that anything I said must be of
the simplest character. “A subject,” said my interviewer, “such as
the second coming would be useless.” I wondered how he knew that I
was a second Adventist but when I said that although I had not
thought about a possible subject yet I must reserve myself liberty
to preach what I believed to be the message for the occasion, the
interview ended. I was politely escorted to the lift, and that has
been the end of broadcasting possibilities from Rye Lane Chapel. I
remember also addressing a meeting of clergy and ministers on this
subject. When I had finished, the chairman, not a Baptist, while the
essence of courtesy to myself personally, did not hesitate to
express the opinion that the second Adventist was the bugbear of the
Church although, he added, “I grant you they have the Scriptures on
their side.” There are others, especially in Baptist circles, who
are content to preach Christ crucified. God forbid that any of us
should fail to declare again and again the glory of the Cross but
its full glory demands that it be presented in light of the
resurrection, ascension and His personal return. There is no life in
a dead Christ. Many an evangelical ministry fails to realise that
simple truth. “We are saved by His death but much more by His life.”
That life I need hardly add, is not the life He lived in Galilee,
but the life He lives in the glory. The New Testament emphasis is an
emphasis on life. The Romanist and the Anglo-Catholic cannot agree
on the Pope, but they do agree that the Lord can be reduced to a
wafer while differing between themselves as to which one can do it
in a valid manner. Our blessed Lord has indeed been absorbed into
Deity that it is commendable and desirable to intercede with Mary!
So the Romanist teaches, although apart from empty speculation of
the carnal mind there is not a vestige of foundation in fact for
such an extraordinary delusion.

As to the world broken, beaten and perplexed, what shall the Church
say? Gone now are the speculative assertions of the march of
progress to a dazzling height of glory. It hardly seems credible
that twenty-five years ago there were preachers taking texts as
mottos and preaching war to end war. Everybody now knows that the
preacher who declared that sort of thing bluffed himself and his
hearers. Equally we cannot talk now about world brotherhood and the
birth pangs of a new era. Strange indeed that in this realm we
should confuse the signs of death with the signs of birth! The
amazing fact, however, that confronts us is the obsession of the
religious world with the issues of peace and the relations between
men and men. They are, of course, important. They are not, however,
fundamental, nor are they central to the Word of Truth. Surely those
who claim to be in the line of the apostolic succession should
manifest it, not by the empty boast of an historical ordination that
cannot be proved but by declaring the same testimony as the
apostles. Now it cannot be questioned that the apostolic testimony
is definitely centred upon, not the relations between men and men
but between men and God. The proof of apostolic succession will be
found in the apostolic testimony. The Archbishop of Canterbury with
a seat in the House of Lords, with almost free access to the Radio,
has a wonderful opportunity of shewing that he is in the apostolic
succession by pleading with men to be reconciled to God through Him
who was made sin for us. What a wonderful afternoon it would be in
the House of Lords if, with a company of bishops by his side on
their knees praying for him while he spoke, he pleaded with the
peers of the realm to have no confidence in their christening at
birth or their confirmation while at Eton or Harrow, but to repent
and take the Lord Jesus Christ into their hearts as Saviour. That is
most certainly what St. Paul would have done, but then he would
never have been in the House of Lords!

Now the Second Adventist believes that the Scriptures have the
answer to world need. That answer is Jesus Himself, once crucified
for sin, now reigning as the God-Man in heaven and personally
returning to this earth to usher in the reign of righteousness. The
writer to the Hebrews declares: “So also Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He
appear the second time, apart from sin, unto salvation” (chapter
9:28). When our Lord ascended into heaven two men stood by the
disciples as they watched him depart and they made this solemn
declaration to them. “This same Jesus, Who is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
heaven.” 1 These heavenly beings spoke with authority and their
word is really conclusive. “In like manner” as He went into heaven
shall He come from it! Could anything be more explicit? Peter
certainly understood the promise in this sense. Speaking to the
people (Acts 3 verses 19/21) he said: “Repent ye therefore, and turn
again that your sins may be blotted out, in order that the times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; and that He may
send the Christ, who before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven
must receive until the times of the restitution of all things, of
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets from old
time.” Here the prophecy of the Old Testament Scriptures is
confirmed, the Christ Who suffered is most definitely asserted to be
in heaven and to be there until the time of the restitution of all
things. St. Paul declares that we are to observe the Lord’s Supper
“until He come.” 2 If therefore we claim to be in the apostolic
succession either the Table must be ended or the hope of His coming
must still be fostered. The Christian attitude is defined most
clearly also in the epistle to the Philippians: “For our citizenship
is in the heavens; from whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ, Who shall transform the body of our humiliation that
it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the
power whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto
Himself.” 3 The apostle was most evidently looking heavenwards to
the place of His citizenship whence he knew the Lord Himself would
one day come.

It is always a matter of profound amazement to me that there should
be a Baptist minister who does not believe in the personal return of
our Lord. We Baptists have formed ourselves into a denomination,
separating ourselves from Congregationalists especially upon this
issue. We are so sure that baptism is by immersion and that of a
believer only that we could not possibly practice the sprinkling of
infants as if baptism was connected with the birth into the flesh
when it is confined in Scripture to the new birth in the Spirit. Of
that position I am more and more convinced, but how is it a Baptist
can find sufficient in baptism to come out from the rest of
professing Christendom (as far as the larger denominations are
concerned) and yet in the same Scriptures that teach baptism, he
cannot find the personal return of our Lord? A Baptist basing his
position on the Word of Scripture, and he can do no other to justify
his position, must surely by the same principle accept, rejoice in
and proclaim the sure and certain return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

There are, of course, many objections to the simple truth of
Scripture. Indeed I know of no truth of Scripture that has not been
contested. Let us look at some of them. There is first the phrase “a
little while.” 4 It would seem that the Lord’s return was not
thought of as being 1900 years distant. I agree. If I had heard the
words “a little while” from the lips of our Lord I should not have
thought of at least nineteen centuries interval. At the same time He
also taught the possibility of delay in His parables. There is the
wicked servant who says to himself “My Lord delayeth His
coming” 5 and forthwith begins to beat his fellow servants. The
parable of the pounds also suggests an appreciable interval. The
actual fact is that one sees in the New Testament immediacy and
urgency together with delay. Thus expediency is encouraged, but
whether the time be long or short, the fact of His return is always
beyond dispute.

There are others who think that if He came He did so in A.D. 70 at
the fall of Jerusalem. Now when He comes Jerusalem is to be made the
centre of praise of the whole earth with the tribes of Israel in the
land. His coming will mean deliverance for the Jew, whereas in A.D.
70 Jerusalem was destroyed, the people decimated and the city ceased
for the time to be a political or spiritual factor in the world.

Some think that the coming of the Holy Spirit is the fulfilment of
the promise. The Rev. Leslie Weatherhead preached a sermon recently
and he is reported as saying that he has examined every passage in
which Jesus is supposed to have spoken of His Second Advent. Here
then we may understand that careful consideration with much prayer
and waiting on God has led to a decision which will be patently in
accord with Scripture. His conclusion is that many passages which
speak of the Son of Man coming in power and glory seem to be
completely met by “the coming of the Holy Spirit on Whit-Sunday
which surely was not the coming of a Stranger but their dear Lord
back in their midst again,” Mr. Weatherhead assures us this is the
result of careful meditation and reflection. Let us look at the
promise in John 16, verse 7. “Nevertheless I tell you the truth.”
Let us note the assurance. Our Lord is not speaking here because He
shares the view of His times as some tell us. He is telling us the
truth and He proceeds, “It is expedient for you that I go away: for
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I
depart I will send Him unto you.” If then Mr. Weatherhead’s careful
study of this passage is correct the words for our Lord and the Holy
Spirit will be inter- changeable. How then will this verse read.
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth, it is expedient for you that I
go away for if I do not go away I shall not come unto you, but if I
depart I will send myself unto you.” Does anybody entertain such a
low estimate of our Lord’s integrity and intelligence as seriously
to tell a London congregation that this is what our Lord meant? And
who ever heard of the Holy Spirit being described as a “Stranger”?

Another deplores that the outlook of the Second Adventist is so
gloomy. I remember a speaker at a meeting of the London Baptist
Association declaring that the present trouble in the world gave
satisfaction to nobody except the Second Adventists. It was a cheap
jibe which caused a ripple of laughter, but it was a jibe at the
expense of truth. In any event the outlook is gloomy - wars ,
rumours of wars, strife and bloodshed. Our Lord said it would be so
but He was careful to add that the gloom was for the world, for when
these things begin to come to pass the child of God was “to look
up.” 6 Modern Christendom is so anxious to identify itself with
the world that of course it is compelled to share its outlook. That
is part of the Divine punishment! The Scriptures give the world no
hope and no preacher has any authority to give it hope. To be
without Christ is to be without God and without hope 7 in this
world. So St. Paul declared, and anybody who holds the commission of
the crucified hand is bound to tell the world there is no hope
outside Christ. It is a gloomy outlook for the world and for
professing Christendom. Paganism is growing, Romanism is growing in
Protestant centres, men’s hearts are hardening against religion. All
this is the result of the failure of the modern religious world to
plead with men to be reconciled with God and the unwillingness of
men to renounce their sin. If the blood of Christ is rejected then
the world is doomed, judgment is inevitable. On the day when the
flood came, a man was either in the ark or out of it. Outside of it,
no matter what other considerations there might be, it was death.
The issue is just as clear and as urgent today. Sodom and Gomorrah
experienced judgment, but it will be more tolerable 8 for those
cities than for those who reject the Christ Himself.

There is therefore no encouragement in Scripture to work for a new
world except in the Divine method of Redemption. If a man chooses of
course to do so, let him be honest and tell people that he speaks on
his own speculation and without the authority of the Word of God.
God’s way is through His Beloved Son Who gives the Holy Spirit from
heaven as the secret of the new creation of His body the Church. He
is coming for His church that through His Church He may reign over
the world. But since the Second Adventist is so severely criticised
by the religious leaders of today it may be well if his point of
view on their teaching is considered. Let me put down some of the
facts that appear obvious.

First the modernist acts as if the things of earth were everything.
To some extent it is natural for we are bound in some measure to be
responsive to our environment. At the same time the Scriptures ought
to warn us. The enemies of the cross of Christ are those “who mind
earthly things.” 9 The Holy Spirit emphasises the transitory
character of all we are touching and seeing. Men are fearing today
not because they are worried about eternity but because they are
deeply concerned about their earthly interests. Surely the modern
preacher ought to be pressing home to the people that long after
Hitler and Mussolini have joined Napoleon and all the others who
have laid the world waste, God’s marvellous purpose in His Son
through time and eternity will persist! I am particularly impressed
by the fact that the pulpit is almost silent about eternity. And yet
there lies the deepest tragedy of all, “To die with no hope, Hast
Thou counted the cost?”

Secondly, the attitude of the so called modernist to Jesus is quite
antique and out of date. He is always taking people’s minds back to
Jesus 1900 years ago. He speaks of Jesus as a dim shadowy figure in
the past. For Him he has a devoted and pious memory, so preachers
assure us we can receive Him in the sacraments, all urge us to
emulate His teaching and example, and yet they miss the most
glorious fact of the New Testament. “In Him dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead in bodily fashion.” 10 Notice the present tense
used by Paul in this verse in his epistle to the Colossians. It has
nothing to do with His life in Galilee; it is a declaration about
His present life in glory. John declares: “Whosoever shall confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he in
God.” 11 Notice again the present tense. Jesus who once died on
the cross for our sins is now the Incarnate Man in the throne of the
Father. He is, as somebody has observed, the greatest man living
today. From heaven He has sent, according to His promise, the Holy
Spirit to indwell the believer 12 and one day when He moves from
His throne through the heavens into the air, by the law of
attraction already operating as between the believer and the Lord,
He will draw to Himself all those in the graves and on the earth who
share His nature and life by the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Thirdly, the modern preacher thinks of death as the certain and
positive lot of everybody and has little interest in the beyond save
of a traditional heaven in which, no doubt, all people working for
good ends will assuredly be warmly welcomed. There is no issue
through all eternity, centred in Christ. Our Lord did not give this
teaching. He declared: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man
keep my saying, he shall never see death.” 13 The believer has
passed from death unto life. There is to be one generation of the
church that shall never know the grave but shall be raptured into
His presence as were Enoch and Elijah.

Fourthly, Christians today are bewildered as to service. When a man
sees clearly what God has in purpose in His Son he is never in doubt
for a moment as to what is his duty. God is calling out a people for
Himself through faith in His Beloved Son. He wants many sons for the
glory. 14 The Second Adventist sees clearly therefore that the
proclamation of the good news of the gospel of salvation whereby men
shall turn from their sin and be redeemed in the blood of Jesus
Christ is the supreme issue in every age. He knows there is a day
coming when the blood of Christ will be the critical issue for every
man, especially for those who have rejected and despised it. There
can therefore be but one task and that is to plead with men to be
reconciled with God. The multitude of tasks that are thrust upon the
Christian today are seen to be part of the devil’s plan for so
overburdening the Christian that he will not persist in the vital
work for which the Holy Spirit indwells him. Therefore every Second
Adventist is bound to be a soul winner. “He that winneth souls is
wise.” 15 Sermons on the league of nations will never save a
soul, nor make a man conscious of His condition before God as a
sinner, but when the word is sounded forth concerning the coming
again of the Lord who was crucified on the Cross then hearts are
touched by the Holy Spirit, men become anxious about their souls,
barriers are broken down, sin renounced, lives remade, renewed, and
regenerated, men and women step out of darkness into light and the
church is both edified in faith and added to by the Spirit. The most
practical man in the wide world is the Second Adventist who is loyal
to the vision of truth God has given him and who daily seeks to
plead with men to be ready; for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
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2. The Believer on the Earth

The Scriptures plainly establish the fact that He is coming again. In
point of time, if not of deepest concern, His coming will be for His
Church. The concluding verses of Hebrews 9 positively assert three
distinct appearings of our Lord. In verse 26 we are assured: “But now
once in the end of the age hath He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself.” Nobody can be a Christian who does not believe
that. Then in verse 24: “For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us.” Hence He has once appeared on the
earth to deal with sin, now He is in heaven as our Advocate. As John
tells us in his first epistle: “We have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.” Finally in verse 28 we have the promise:
“Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time, apart from
sin, unto salvation.” Very clearly then, He is to appear again from
heaven to conclude the blessing of salvation by uniting the redeemed
with Himself.

“Unto them that look for Him.” Some think that this suggests that He
will come, certainly in the first instance, for such Christians as are
watching for Him. I have some hesitation in reaching that rather
dogmatic conclusion. The passage, however, as a whole, does give us some
guidance as to what is the church. A parish priest described the Rye
Lane fellowship to one who joined us as “a body of people (however good
they may be) who have deliberately set themselves up in rivalry to the
church.” Now that ecclesiastical brother ought to know that nobody could
possibly be good who was guilty of such a crime as deliberately to set
themselves up in rivalry to the elect church of Jesus Christ our Lord.
But what is the church? It is not the church of Rome, it is not the
Church of England, it is not the Methodist Church, nor is it the Baptist
Church. The church, in the New Testament, is described at being “the
church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20.28).
Paul also describes the members of the church In his epistle to the
Ephesians. The church is “His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all
in all.” 1 It is composed of those who “were dead in trespasses and
sins” and who have been made alive 2 through the mercy of God Who has
given to every member of the church “life together with Christ.” 3 So
that this is the characteristic of the church. It is a redeemed company
wherein every member acknowledges that he or she is redeemed out of sin
by the blood of Jesus Christ, and who with equal joy believes and knows
that new life has been received from Jesus the Lord in heaven. “He that
hath the Son hath life” (I John 5.12). This is decisive for John adds:
“He that hath not the Son hath not the life.” Therefore the church is
not to be determined by any outward organisation, by any ecclesiastical
system or by any outward forms or ceremonies. Here is the acid test of
Scripture which is bound neither by catechisms nor prayer books nor any
other tenet made by man. The church is composed of those who have
received through redemption the life that Jesus now has in heaven. That
life is not imparted by sprinkling as an infant, it is received through
faith on the part of the recipient. A man may be a Baptist minister and
yet not belong to the true church of the redeemed. He may equally be an
Anglo-Catholic priest and be outside of THE church. He can be a bishop
and be unsaved. He can be the Pope of Rome and yet his soul be lost. As
far as we understand the Scriptures we are not ”a body of people,” good
or bad, “who have deliberately set themselves up in rivalry to the
church.” We desire to affirm that membership of our fellowship is
confined to those who have confessed Jesus as Saviour and Lord. There
may be on our Church Roll those who are unsaved but that is their
responsibility. The true church consists only, exclusively and entirely
of those who are trusting in the blood of Jesus Christ for redemption
from sin, for forgiveness and for acceptance with God. There is
absolutely no authority whatsoever for anybody, no matter how exalted
his ecclesiastical position, to declare a person incorporated into the
church of the Body of our Lord by the mere sprinkling of a few drops of
water at a month old. “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” 4 What parish priest reading those words from
Scripture dare have the effrontery to tell a human being that he can
only call upon the Lord through the Anglican priest or in an Anglican
church? Let the poor sinner call out wherever he may be and let him know
that when he calls out to God for mercy God hears and saves with or
without a parish priest, with or without confirmation, with or without
the sprinkling of water. The only issue with God is that he shall cry
out for mercy. Paul the apostle, one supposes, would be recognised as
being in the apostolic succession. What does he say to the Corinthians?
“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth – the sanctified, called to
be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord both theirs and ours.” 5 But my ecclesiastical
neighbour would argue “Paul is wrong: you can call upon God in the
parish church, but not in Rye Lane Chapel.” You do not wonder that
sensible men of the world listening to such religious pedantry are
turning away from religion.

Therefore when the Scriptures speak of His coming for His believing
ones, the church, we understand he comes for those who have received His
present life in heaven. John clearly tells us: “As He is so are we in
this world.” All such who have been redeemed have been adopted as sons,
and as sons “God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into their hearts
(Galatians 4, verses 4 to 6). Their infallible seal is therefore, no
external ordinance or organisation, but the indwelling Spirit, God’s
mark of redemption. They have identity of life with Jesus in heaven and
this identity of life is the supreme fact in their salvation as it will
be in their rapture to the Lord when He appears in the air.

From Pentecost onwards God’s purpose has been centred in calling out
from the world a people who shall believe in His Beloved Son. When that
company is complete it will form the Body of which He is the Head. It
will be a company in vital union with the Lord as the Bride with the
Bridegroom and it will be through this company that the Living Lord will
express His purpose and activity through all eternity. For this company,
the sons of the glory, God gave up His Only Begotten Son. 6 It is
through this company that God will at last see His will done in the
perfection which characterised His Beloved Son. If, therefore, we see
the issue of time from God’s point of view we shall see that God
requires a people of obedience first and foremost, a people of obedience
in the fulness of life eternal. 7 For that reason, then, the supreme
concern with God at this time is the completing of His Church of the
redeemed Who shall be the Body of Christ of which Jesus is the Head.
When the last one is gathered in and the church is actually complete
then the greatest event that has so far happened will be brought to
pass.

The Lord Jesus in all His glory will leave the throne to which He has
been exalted as the God-Man. He will not this time come for the purpose
of incarnation but for the demonstration of an incarnation that has
overcome death and hades and has become the type of that new creation of
the church. He will come, not to suffer for sin but to gather to Himself
redeemed sinners that they may be transfigured into His likeness. It
will be a wonderful moment in heaven when He arises from His throne to
move down through the heavenlies. Angels rejoiced when He was born a
babe in Bethlehem, but they will stand in breathless awe when they see
Him moving to consummate His victory and to bring in the reign of God
through the universe. The spectacles of men will be in tawdry contrast
to such an occasion. Nothing that Hitler ever devised for Mussolini or
Mussolini for Hitler will compare with it. The pomp of a Eucharistic
Congress designed to beguile and bewitch the multitude will be a
miserable sideshow contrasted with this unveiling of the heavenly
majesty of our Beloved Lord. Up to that wonderful moment Jesus in heaven
will be the Advocate for His believing people before the throne of God,
but from that moment He will become their Vindicator before the eyes of
demons and angels and men. It is the moment for which He died, it is the
moment for which He longs and all who love Him must surely love His
appearing.

His first movement will be into the air. That is important; because it
is the present sphere from which Satan is influencing mankind. St. Paul
tells us that before the believer is converted he is one of the children
of disobedience and the children of disobedience are under the working
of an evil spirit whom he calls “the prince of the power of the
air.” 8 We shall be considering the coming of the Lord in relation to
Satan later, but one or two observations are necessary here. The Church
St. Paul tells us in the same letter to the Ephesians, is wrestling “not
against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in the
heavenlies.” 9 These are the powers that have been so mighty against
the Lord’s redeemed people. What a marvellous change will therefore be
wrought when Jesus comes down to the sphere where Satan is. They have
met before. In the wilderness they met: Satan was resisted and had to
leave the field. There he had the impudence to offer the kingdoms of the
world to Jesus on condition that Jesus fell down and worshipped him. The
offer was refused because our Lord Who longed for the kingdoms of this
world would not have them Satan’s way but God’s way. 10 He therefore
took the way of the Cross and when He descends into the sphere of the
air it will be the first step to the actual controlling of the kingdoms
of this world.

The moment he comes to the air will be magnetic! There will be a shout,
the voice of the archangel, the sound of the trumpets and at the last
trump, the dead in Christ shall arise first, then those that are alive
and remain on the earth will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 11 It will be magnetic; for
all the dead and all the living who share the risen life of Jesus will
answer as magnet to pole. His life will draw all who share it to
Himself. What a marvellous change that will be when Satan is cast down
to the earth and the Lord’s people are drawn up to meet Him in the air!
It will be a marvellous change in many respects for the living saints.
Christian life is very hard. So hard is it that but for the grace of God
and the power of the Indwelling Spirit it would be impossible. John
tells us in his epistle: “Greater is he that is in you than he that is
in the world.” 12 He does not say that the believer himself is
greater than he that is in the world because that would be far from the
truth. The strength of the believer is in the Spirit Who dwells within
and gives the overcoming grace. The believer little understands why
prayer life is so hard until he knows that prayer is the life of the
Spirit entering up through the heavenlies to the throne of God and
therefore the most potent force against Satan in the world today. Hence
Satan, who knows that all too well, will seek by every means to restrain
prayer. How well he is doing his work! Let any Christian ask himself why
it is that he is so ashamed to name the name of Jesus and why he never
invites another to share the same faith as he possesses. If Jesus is so
wonderful, as He undoubtedly is, then we ought to be fanatics
proclaiming His Name, but we are not because Satan is concerned about
that testimony. You can urge all the devices of politicians, leagues of
nations, world peace and all the rest of the present expedients of
humanity without a blush. They have failed but that need cause no alarm.
But to urge the name of Jesus on the sinner is altogether different and
the shame that lies in the heart and the blush on the cheek is there
because the moment we name the name of Jesus the hosts of darkness, the
hosts of the air press down upon us to blot out the witness if that be
possible.

The living saints who are therefore translated will find it a marvellous
moment when every pressure of Satan is removed and the one who has been
pressing down upon them is now cast down beneath them. That will be an
experience never to be forgotten and thereafter we shall never again
know the old life in conflict with the enemy of our souls. It will have
other far reaching effects. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, we
shall be changed. This mortal shall put on immortality! 13 When He
comes we shall not be losers for we shall put on incorruption. “Behold
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be
called the children of God.” “And it doth not yet appear what we shall
be but we know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him for we
shall see Him as He is.” 14 We shall be like Him! His glorious body
in heaven is the pattern on the mount for every believer. By powers
known only to God this poor earthly body, marvellous indeed in many ways
yet cursed by sin, will be changed, transformed, transfigured. Our
redeemed spirits with longing desires after God and heaven have so often
found that when we would do good evil is present with us, but then, in
an instant of time, we shall be clothed upon with immortality. We shall
be in the possession of a body that corresponds to His and will be
likewise a perfect instrument through which our redeemed spirits will be
able through all eternity perfectly to fulfil the will of God.

The Scriptures set forth this truth very clearly. Our Lord declared
Himself to be “the Resurrection and the Life.” Resurrection to the dead
in Christ, life to the living. “He that believeth in Me, though he were
dead yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall
never die.” 15 Paul does not repeat the same thought in different
words when he says “this corruptible shall put on incorruption and this
mortal shall put on immortality.” He is speaking of two distinct
subjects, the corruptible and the mortal. The corruptible is the body
that has passed into death, but the mortal is the body that is liable to
it. In the patriarchal age, Enoch was raptured, in the prophetic age,
Elijah and in the Gospel age our Lord. Rapture, therefore, however
remarkable and impossible it may seem to be is not merely prophecy, it
is history as well. Something of the glorious day we are anticipating
was set forth in the Transfiguration. There our Lord talked with Moses
and Elijah. 16 Moses represented the dead saints, Elijah the raptured
ones, and they both were drawn there by Jesus on the Mount and saw His
glory. The Scriptures clearly teach that there shall be one generation
of the church that will not see death.

Now there are several doctrines concerning the rapture. 17 There are
very many believers who hold the view that the Scriptures teach that the
Lord is coming for His people before the Jew enters into the
tribulation. There are others who are equally convinced that He will
come at the end of the tribulation. There are others who are of opinion
that the rapture while immediate and instantaneous for the individual
believer will be, as far as the company of believers on earth is
concerned, over a period. The principle of rapture will be like the
principle of the harvest field. The harvest is not reaped on a certain
day by the calendar but as the field is ripe. In the same way as the
saints are ripened and matured so they will be drawn up to meet the Lord
when He comes in the air. My own view is for the first, but I should be
less than just if I did not say that the more I am in contact with
brethren who hold other views the more I am able to appreciate that
there is much to be said for their views. If the period of the
tribulation is confined to one “week” of seven years then these three
interpretations may be summed up as follows. In the first case, the Lord
will come to the air and receive His Beloved church to Himself. The
judgment seat of Christ, which is for believers, will be set and His
blessings and rewards apportioned, Then, having dealt with His own
redeemed, He will proceed with them, from the air down to the earth to
set up the Millennium. The post tribulation view is somewhat different
for it holds that the Lord will descend to the air, gather His people to
Himself and then at once proceed to the earth. The other view holds the
coming to the air and then an interval as the Lord gradually reaps the
harvest of His church over a period. When that is completed He will
proceed to the earth to reign. Many important considerations are bound
up with each view and each is held by men of God who love the Word and
look for His appearing. While we are bound to move towards one position
in preference to others we should do so with the greatest respect and
esteem for those who differ from us, for we have all great need to be
careful lest our dogmatism carry us too far.

It may be mere coincidence but if it is merely that and no more it is
certainly interesting that all the eyes of men are turned now towards
the air. Men rejoice in the Munich agreement with modified exultation,
for its result has seemed to bring home to the government the need for
accelerating all the necessary precautions against attack from the air.
The sky today is a source of profound anxiety. Leading doctors have
written to the press pointing out that there must be very extensive
refuge accommodation underground if the population of London and other
great cities is not to be completely demoralised by the onslaughts from
above. Beautiful parks have been spoiled and steps taken in preparation
for war which today seem normal and proper, but which even a year ago
would have seemed strange. It reveals how adapted the public mind is
becoming to impending catastrophe. I remember years ago a campaign by
the “Daily Mail” drawing the attention of the public to the shortage of
horses in this country and the grievous peril we should be in the
emergency of war. How swiftly the times have changed! Today the issue
for the world is in the air and every thinking man believes that the
next war will mean destruction of our civilisation from the air. To the
man who believes the Word of God this is awesome and marvellous, for the
child of God too is looking up. “When these things begin to come to
pass, then look up, for your redemption draweth nigh.” 18 The crisis
of the air for European civilisation is matched by a crisis of the air
for God. The unrest in the hearts of men, the deep fears that beset
statesmen as they see affairs sliding to the abyss are answered and
countered by activity in heaven. Suddenly our Blessed Lord will arise in
the issue of His sovereignty, the sovereignty of His passion and
redemption. He will arise from His throne to break through the heavens
to begin the work which is the fruit of His victory at Calvary. He will
come into the aerial regions that He may there gather His believing
church to Himself and cast Satan down to the earth.

Let it be confessed that at one time I found it very difficult to
believe with certain conviction that the church was to meet the Lord in
the air. It seemed so strange; almost the very last place that one would
have chosen for such a glorious meeting At the same time there will be
folk of my own generation and before it who will remember that when the
Great War was on it was a point of patriotic fervour that when the time
came to sign the terms of peace that peace should be signed in Berlin.
There in the city whence the Kaiser sent forth the order to mobilise his
army and fleet, there from the place whence the withering curse of war
had proceeded, there the man whom we believed was primarily responsible
for the war should sign the terms of a dictated peace. It seemed indeed
that Berlin was the only place for such a ceremony. In the event the
scene of the peace was Paris and the Kaiser was beyond the reach of his
conquerors in Holland. So too when the time comes for dealing the death
blow to all that is raising itself up against the will of God, it is
fitting that the Lord should meet His church as the first manifestation
of absolute victory in the realm whence Satan has for centuries pressed
down with evil power upon the human race, and in particular upon all who
love the Name of Jesus. As the prince of the power of the air he has
been the arch enemy of the church of the redeemed on earth. In the air,
therefore, the sphere of his activities, in the air whence he has
directed the battalions of wicked spirits that afflict and molest the
race and the saints of God, in the air whence his throne has been
impudently established, shall our Blessed Lord come to gather His people
to Himself and to cast down Satan to the earth. What a prospect the Word
unfolds to our wondering gaze! How marvellous is the vista of faith as
we thus see something of the purpose of God in His Beloved Son. There
shall be one generation of the Christian church who shall be lifted to
the skies to greet Him. In one second of time the tasks of this earth
will be ended, the work of eternity begun. In the morning burdened and
pressed with the enemy of our souls in the evening, victory in the
presence of our Lord and of all He has redeemed. It is a hope on which
to rest, a hope to be encouraged. Let us live in its power!
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3. The Dead in Christ

When we think of the coming of the Lord for His church, we are more
concerned, probably, with His coming in relation to our beloved dead
than in relation to ourselves if we should be alive at His appearing. We
are bound at times to be moved to earnest reflection about our loved
ones who have passed on. Sometimes we fear for them, often we are
uncertain about them. Faith does not lose its hold but the emphatic
character of death as we know it overawes the mind and heart. It is a
paradox but usually as we think of them in contrast to ourselves we feel
that we are in a more substantial and certain sphere. Yet why should we
think so? Why should we suppose that they are in the shadows and we in
the noon day sun? Shall we not be more accurate if we believe that “we
feebly struggle, they in glory shine”? In any event, this is most
certainly true for the believer. The Scriptures bid us entertain
confident hope and assurance concerning “the dead in Christ” and their
condition and prospects we may be certain are such that we need never
fear for them nor for ourselves if the time of our departure should
arrive. It is with believers who are “dead in Christ” that we are here
concerned. It may appear to some as a distinction of little importance,
yet from the moment that the eternal world dawns on us the distinction
between being “in Christ” 1 and outside of Him is all important and
conclusive. Those who are to be brought with Jesus at His appearing are
those who sleep in Him. There are some who do not “sleep in Jesus.” 2

There are many questions concerning our beloved dead which we would like
to ask. The subject itself is all absorbing. We shall, however, look in
a limited way at two that naturally arise in our hearts. Where are our
dead? What is the nature of the body of the resurrection? As to the
place of our dead in Christ it is clear that the resurrection of our
Lord from the dead has made a marked difference in the unseen world. The
Scriptures disclose one or two simple facts concerning Hades the abode
of the dead. In the parable of Dives and Lazarus the rich man and the
beggar are both found there. A narrow gulf divides them. One is in
torment, the other in Abraham’s bosom. They can see each other, at least
Dives can see the beggar “afar off.” 3 The gulf between them,
although bridged by the eye, cannot be bridged otherwise. To pass from
the place of torment into Abraham’s bosom is impossible. Our Lord, on
the cross, gave a promise to the thief who was approaching death with
him: “Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 4 It is a remarkable
assurance given by the spotless Lamb of God to one who was in truth a
malefactor. They were bound for the same destiny, because of his faith
in the One Who was dying with him and for him. What a privilege for that
thief in the final moments of life on this earth! But where was
Paradise? It was we must conclude, part of the sphere of Hades to which
our Lord departed. Paul tells the Colossians that Jesus went into
Hades, 5 the powers of darkness there sought to hold Him a
prisoner but He stripped them off Him, made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in the Cross. 6 His atoning work on Calvary was
the ground of His conquest which was of the utmost importance, for He
broke the gates of Hades and emerged in resurrection life. Paul also had
a unique experience. He was caught up into the third heaven. He also
calls it Paradise. If this be so then Paradise, which to our Lord was
down in Hades, was for Paul the third heaven, and to reach it he was
“caught up.” 7 Since that marvellous resurrection of our Lord then it
would appear that Paradise is no longer part of Hades but part of
heaven. It is one of the many differences the death, but much more the
resurrection of Christ has made. It would also seem that the gulf
between those in Christ and those outside of Him is now considerably
widened. It was impassable before and there is no evidence that it is
now to be negotiated. The writer to the Hebrews tells us that our Great
High Priest has passed “through the heavens” (chapter 4. 14). That was
necessary if He was to reach the throne of the Father where He now is.
We are not told anything about the first heaven, but we may assume that
that is the aerial region in the possession at present of the powers of
the air. The denizens of the second heaven are not disclosed, but the
third heaven is paradise and that may be the abode of those who are now
“with Christ.” They may not be with Him in the sense that they will be
when He appears, but they are with Him in the sense that they enjoy His
care and love and are for ever beyond the reach of Satan and the powers
ready to do his bidding.

What have the Scriptures to say concerning the body of the believer? We
must take care not to build too much upon the body of our Lord. His was
a sinless body. How far His identification in death with our sin relates
His body to ours we cannot tell. It was a body that never saw
corruption. The saints who through the centuries have died, their bodies
have now mingled with the dust. Others have been burned at the stake.
Nobody would doubt the power of God to raise these bodies again. It may
indeed be His purpose to do so, but there are considerations that should
weigh with us before we speak of the resurrection of the body as being
merely the bringing back into vitality the body of this flesh. Paul
declares there is a natural body and there is a spiritual body. 8
There is a body for the soul and a body for the spirit. This body of
ours is for the soul of man, but the man whose spirit has been quickened
knows how unresponsive this body is for the life of the spirit. The
promise is of a body for the spirit, a body adapted to its environment.
Paul shews in his marvellous passage in the epistle to the Corinthians
that the bird and the fish 9 have a body supplied to them in relation
to their environment. Even so we, redeemed in Christ, are destined for a
new environment, the heavenly place, in the presence of Jesus, and for
that we are promised a body corresponding thereto. It would appear that
concerning the believer’s condition in Christ we may use three
adjectives: good, better and best.

First the position that is good. Paul speaks of the earnest of the
Spirit. The Spirit, he tells us, is the earnest of the inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession. 10 The Holy Spirit is the
earnest. The believer is to understand very clearly that the Indwelling
Spirit is not only a present power but an earnest of the future. It is a
glorious truth to proclaim to sinners that when they accept the Lord
Jesus as Saviour, He seals their acceptance by communicating to them the
Holy Spirit to live within them. Their bodies do actually become the
shrine of the Holy Spirit. Henceforth they understand the assurance of
John: “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.” 11
But this gift of the Holy Spirit has eternal significance. His presence
in the heart is the assurance that we are to receive the body of the
glory. When this body has perished in the dust there shall be a body of
heavenly nature and characteristics. The one and only seal to the
believer of this glorious body to be is the Indwelling Spirit. Now if a
person pays a deposit on the purchase of a house, he declares, in
effect, that he will complete the purchase by producing more money of
like good quality. The vendor accepts it as such, the deeds of sale are
prepared on the assumption by both sides that the deposit has committed
the purchaser to produce the balance of the purchase price and the
vendor accordingly to accept it. By the engagement on both sides sealed
with the earnest money the vendor and purchaser are respectively bound.
Pauls declares this to be our position. If as a believer I have received
in faith the Indwelling Holy Spirit then my interests lie in the body
that is to be and God is definitely committed to me to provide that body
in due course. The more the Holy Spirit lives and rules in me, the more
I shall be conscious of His “groaning” 12 leading me into prayer and
into holy fellowship. The more too shall I know of the lusting of the
flesh against the Spirit and of the Spirit against the flesh. It will be
a continual conflict. I may feel at times brought to despair, but the
very fact of that conflict declares the presence of the Spirit by which
alone the conflict could be and that glorious and miraculous presence in
my body is God’s seal to me that there is a better body yet to be. How
good indeed it is to have this assurance in my heart and to realise
continually what the very fact of this lusting of flesh and Spirit
really means in terms of the glory yet to be experienced! So that even
now, in this body of weakness and of sin, there is joyful anticipation,
based on sure confidence that cannot be broken. The Holy Spirit is the
earnest of the inheritance. It is surely good!

But if there is a good there is a better. Paul tells us he has a desire
to depart and to be with Christ which is “far better” 13. Paul was
anticipating the moment when, if the Lord tarried, he should close his
eyes on this world. He knew that to be absent from the body was to be
present with the Lord. You will notice that he does not say that if we
are absent from this present body we have a new body. He may mean that
and perhaps he intends it when he says, “We know that if the earthly
house of our tabernacle be dissolved we have a building of God a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 14 I suppose all of us
find the temptation to be dogmatic and certain a strong one, but there
are undoubtedly realms of truth in which God gives us no justification
for being so. There is much in His wisdom He withholds from us. I
confess that in this particular matter I am by no means certain and
sure. We cannot tell just what it means to be “with Christ.” Our beloved
dead are described as sleeping in Jesus. They have been put to sleep by
Jesus. That sleep may be unconsciousness towards God but it may be no
more than unresponsiveness towards us. When king Saul visited the witch
of En-dor for the purpose of seeking a communication with Samuel the
woman was greatly disturbed and afraid because Samuel himself appeared.
She expected her usual “control,” but on this occasion God permitted a
miracle and Samuel turned to Saul exclaiming: “Why hast thou disquieted
me?” 15 Evidently whether asleep or conscious, Saul’s intervention
was resented. On the mount of transfiguration Moses and Elijah appeared
with our Lord in glory. It does not appear that they had been aroused
from a sleep but rather they had been and were eye witnesses of His life
and labour and were keenly entering into the purpose of the cross which
loomed large before Him. There are however some things that are clear
beyond the shadow of doubt. First, we know that the gates of hades
cannot prevail against the church. Our Lord has taken a victory for us
in that respect, He has tasted death 16 for every man. No power of
Satan can touch the child of God when once he has left this mortal body.
The hold Satan has over the believer is through this present body so
that whatever may be, in our estimation the loss in departing this life,
there is this far greater gain that all the power of Satan is broken.
What a boon that is it is beyond our power to imagine. It is priceless.
Secondly, thus released from the power of Satan in every way, we are
brought into some closer contact with our Beloved Lord. If death should
be our portion we shall be with Christ. That is to say we shall be in
the sphere where Christ already rules and reigns. It may be a condition
incapable of definition, but the apostle bids us apprehend that it is
far better. Therefore we may be sure that if we know something of joy,
peace and victory through the Indwelling Spirit now, we shall know more
when in death we find ourselves with Christ. If it is good now, it is
better then, far better.

The best, however, is truly yet to be. Our citizenship is in the
heavens, from whence also we look for a Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ
Who shall transform the body of our humiliation that it may be like unto
the body of His glory. 17 So writes Paul to the Philippians. John
later writes in complete accord with the assertion. “We know that when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He
is.” 18 Our ultimate destiny is therefore to be like Jesus. His body
now in heaven is the type of the new creation of His redeemed. God has
accepted Him as such and waits for the day when He shall bring His many
sons to the glory. The Holy Spirit in us is the germ of the new body
which is from heaven, and every time we respond to His mind and will He
increases within us the power of the life that Jesus now enjoys in
heaven. How much we need to know of what it means not only to be saved
by His death but much more by His life! Just as in our sinful state we
have the body fashioned like unto Adam, so in the state of the glory we
shall, by grace, have the body fashioned like unto the One Who has given
us life from above. It is a glorious prospect. This body, assailed by
weakness, sickness and sin, may be crumbling to our consciousness. The
outward man may be perishing but the inward man is being renewed day by
day. The body of the glory is in relation to that inward man. That is
the body the dead in Christ are to have. “As we have borne the image of
the earthly, we shall bear the image of the heavenly.” 19 The
question that remains to be asked and answered is when shall the
glorious moment be when the dead in Christ shall rise in all the glory
of resurrection to embrace the body of the glory in the image of His
body He now possesses in heaven? The answer is clear in the Scripture
beyond question. That day of translation is the day of His appearing.
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” 20 the transition shall be
made. There shall be a trumpet call that the dead in Christ shall hear
and recognise, and out from their present sphere in Christ they shall
rise to meet Him and be like Him. In God’s eternal diary concerning the
fulfilment of His purpose, these things are already clearly decided.
This body of the glory shall be. God has given the Holy Spirit to the
believer as the solemn and eternal pledge of what He will do and the day
is settled, a day known only to God, but certain and sure
notwithstanding. It shall be the day of His appearing.

It is an awesome thought that our beloved dead are waiting for that
call. If they know what we are doing they must be staggered and amazed
at our lack of interest in that great day. They must marvel that we are
so absorbed in the comparatively trifling issues that consume the
passions of carnal man, while so many in the churches are quite
indifferent, if not hostile, to the truth that He is to rend the heavens
and to come down to the air in all His glory and majesty for His
believing people. It will be a glorious moment when the trumpet sounds.
Little will it matter then to the Lord’s redeemed how Mussolini and
Hitler and the great men of the earth are achieving their ends and
purposes. In that great moment there will be a movement not amongst all
the dead but amongst the dead in Christ, and then every believer “with
Christ” and on earth will know that the only thing that really matters
is that the blood of Christ has been accepted for our sin and that the
all important consideration is the receiving of the Holy Spirit as the
seal of our inheritance. That is the moment for which our Saviour
yearns, it is the moment for which the Father longs, it is the moment
for which the Holy Spirit bends all His energies through His people, it
is the moment which Satan fears, for demons believe and tremble. Yet
strangely enough it is the moment about which scores of Christians are
not remotely interested. They have a vague sort of idea that after death
which unfortunately is inevitable, we shall be wafted away to distant
realms of ethereal bliss, a kind of eternal convalescent home where we
shall be with God while others succeed us here on the earth in the place
which is alone worthwhile. And that is to go on generation after
generation ad infinitum until all the world is Christian, beyond which
point there is no interest. But in God’s purpose He longs for the
completing of the church, its transformation into the likeness of the
image of His Beloved Son, not to waft us away into eternal retirement on
an eternal pension, but that He may begin the purpose of all eternity
through the instrument He needs, even the sons of glory, the church the
Body of the Redeemed. For the believer the task of life begins at His
appearing, for the present is not achievement but for discipline and
preparation.

What a gathering it will be! We shall see our beloved ones again in
Christ. If we each one are known to Him and He is known to us we shall
be known to each other. If the disciples recognised Moses and Elijah, we
shall recognise our loved ones who have gone before. Some think it is
all illusion and are sorry for us. But illusions can no more support the
heart of men than water can be the foundation for a sky scraper. No man
outside of the company of the redeemed can possibly imagine what comfort
and consolation these truths are to the bereaved people of God. They are
not to be told, they must be experienced. These truths not to be
displayed to the carnal eye but to be known deep in the heart that truly
believes them. In the years of my ministry I have paid many visits to
the graveside. It is my last privilege as a pastor to commit the remains
of our beloved dead in Christ to the earth. I have tried to understand
and to sympathise with the widow and the widower, and this I can say
without question, that where these truths have been received into the
heart and the promises of God in Christ are meat and drink then not even
death with its darkness has shaken the soul. I have seen brave women
turn from the grave with nothing left for them that was substantial save
the assurance of His appearing, and I have watched them face up to life
with its challenge strong in faith and in hope. I do not need these
things to confirm my faith in the Scriptures, but when I see them as I
so frequently do I see the power of the Indwelling Spirit to fortify the
heart and to make the truth of that day real even to a bruised and
broken spirit in the hour of sorrow. After all we need not be surprised.
The apostle does not say we think, we conjecture, we opine, we hope, we
speculate but he says “We know that when He shall appear we shall be
like Him.” There are two things then we know for certain. We know that
death is not the end for the believer and we know too that He shall most
certainly appear. Even so Lord Jesus come!
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4. The Jew

It may be thought, so far, that the Second Adventist has a very narrow
conception of life and his sphere a very limited one. We have been
thinking of the coming of the Lord in the air for a company which,
compared to the vast multitude throughout the world, is a very small one
indeed. It needs therefore to be clearly stated that ultimately “every
eye shall see Him,” 1 and that His purpose embraces the whole earth
and the whole race from the beginning. It was a wonderful promise given
to Mary concerning the son to be born to her: “The Lord God shall give
unto Him the throne of His father David and He shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.” 2
Let me invite those who believe in Jesus to be the Son of God to
contemplate this promise and ask themselves how and when it is to be
fulfilled. Was the angel serious? Did he know the meaning of his words?
If so, when shall this be?

There is no greater problem confronting men today than the Jew. Strange,
is it not, that this particular nation, out of which our Lord sprang,
should be right in the forefront of world politics. Not strange,
however, in the slightest degree, if you believe the Scriptures. 3
When I speak of the Jew, I mean the people in the midst of whom our Lord
was born, “His own” 4 to whom He came. The throne of David, by Divine
degree, belongs to Him and to Him alone. Our Lord declared to a woman of
Canaan that He was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. When Jesus sent forth the twelve He was very specific in His
charge: “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into the city of the
Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. 5” The disciples did so. Our Lord has been rejected by His
people, but the throne that God has given Him, He must and shall have.
No other can occupy it. Speculation was once rife in certain religious
circles that a distinguished royalty was the David to whom this promise
was ultimately in the purpose of god to be applied. That fiction has
been decisively exploded, but not all errors are so easily rectified. Do
let us understand very clearly indeed that the throne of the house of
David belongs by sovereign right to Jesus alone.

The Scriptures have an overwhelming testimony concerning the coming of
the Lord in relation to the Jew. It would not be possible within any
reasonable limits of space to make but a very small selection of
references, but there are one or two salient facts which will be
sufficient for our immediate purpose. In Isaiah 53 you have the picture
of One who was to suffer. We know it was a prophecy concerning our Lord.
Philip was called away from a great work in Samaria that he might be the
instrument of God to a eunuch travelling from Jerusalem to
Ethiopia. 6 It is hardly credible that God having so directed him he
should make a great mistake in dealing with the eunuch. He found the
latter sitting in his chariot, reading this chapter from Isaiah and he
wished to know of whom the prophet was speaking, “of himself or some
other?” Beginning therefore at that passage of Scripture, Philip preached
unto him Jesus, and incidentally, let it be noted, when he preached
Jesus he preached the immersion of the believer as a confession of his
faith in Jesus as Saviour. Hence we know that Isaiah distinctly refers
to Jesus. Now when the people heard this story of prospective suffering
by their Messiah they were confounded and amazed. “We hid as it were our
faces from Him.” 7 Why were they so staggered? They believed in the
Messiah Who should come, but they had always believed in One Who should
come to reign, not to suffer. Even the disciples, after His death, were
still in the dark. The two on the road to Emmaus lamented: “We trusted
that it should have been He Who would have redeemed Israel.” 8 There
are, of course, a multitude of passages in the Old Testament which
anticipate a reigning Messiah, and upon these the people had centred
their attention. David himself had the promise. As a warrior, who had
shed blood he was not permitted to gratify his desire to build a house
for God, but God honoured his willingness with a promise. “I tell thee I
will build thee an house,” and He added concerning David’s greater Son:
“I will establish His throne for ever.” 9 Psalm 72 is a glorious
anticipation of the ruling Messiah. Our Lord has now suffered and
fulfilled the prophecies concerning His passion. We may confidently
expect that, part of the Scriptures having been fulfilled, He will
assuredly complete the Word and promise of God and reign over the house
of Israel.

The record of the Jew is as pathetic as it is interesting. They were
promised a King Who would reign over them in righteousness, yet their
history is one of abysmal failure, disaster and oppression. By reason of
their sin the ten tribes were delivered into exile under the Assyrians,
and about 150 years later Judah and Benjamin suffered a similar fate at
the hands of the Babylonians. Subsequently, some returned and their
descendants were in Galilee and Judea when our Lord was born at
Bethlehem. Coming into the synagogue at Nazareth He opened the book at
the prophet Isaiah at chapter 61 announcing the acceptable year of the
Lord. Halting at those words and with the eyes of all the congregation
fixed upon Him He declared: “This day is the Scripture fulfilled in your
ears.” 10 But nobody believed Him! Later He fulfilled the prophecy of
Zechariah 11 and entered Jerusalem on an ass, but the religious
leaders were foremost in denouncing Him and urging the people to reject
Him. Whereupon our Lord, looking over Jerusalem, uttered the
never-to-be-forgotten declaration: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, but ye would not! Behold your house is left
unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth,
till ye say, “Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” 12
Desolate! That was the condition of the house consequent upon their
rejection of Jesus the Messiah King of Israel, the true and only
rightful occupant of the throne of His father David. At the same time it
is not to be left desolate for ever. The desolation is until One comes
who shall be gladly welcomed by the people as their Messiah. If Jesus is
the Messiah, as all Christians believe, then let every disciple who
really does learn of Jesus understand very clearly that our Lord Himself
declares that the true Messiah is to be seen by the people of Jerusalem
and welcomed as the Blessed One. The event has certainly not yet taken
place. On the contrary, Jerusalem has indeed been desolate. In A.D. 70
the Romans rased the city to the ground and brought the national
existence politically to an end. Since then the nation has been
scattered amongst the Gentiles in a unique way. It is the one nation
without a king, flag, government or land which has not been merged into
the nations amongst which it has settled. The prophecy of Deuteronomy
28. 63 has been fulfilled. It is therefore an indubitable fact that if
the Scripture references to the Jew are read as such, the condition of
the Jew as we know it in the world at this moment is in correspondence
with what the Scriptures declare. The house is desolate. Is there any
sensible, intelligent, honest Christian man who reads his newspaper who
can deny that the Jew is indeed desolate at this moment? Surely if that
be the case as the reader must know it is, then here is sufficient
encouragement to pursue the study; for if the history of the Jew at this
moment is written deep in the prophecy of nearly 2,000 years ago then
there is ground for thinking that the rest of prophecy will likewise be
fulfilled. Yet a writer in the “Baptist Times” who is officially
appointed to solve the theological difficulties of young and old in the
denomination told his readers that whatever coming of the Lord there was
was accomplished in A.D. 70! That is to say this writer contradicts
Jesus flatly and definitely. Our Lord says the house is left desolate
until He comes to be welcomed as the Blessed One. This writer corrects
our Lord and says He came in A.D. 70, leaving the house desolate and to
remain so! If the blind lead the blind there is one common destiny, the
ditch.

What then of the future? First of all the Scriptures declare that the
Jew will experience increasing trouble and persecution amongst the
Gentile nations. The pressure and affliction will increase. “In the
morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! And at even thou shalt
say, Would God it were morning! For the fear of thine heart wherewith
thou shalt fear, for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see”
(Deut. 28. 67). There is no question that the troubles of the Jew are
increasing. The evidence in the Press is so recent and so convincing
that illustration is unnecessary. The Chief Rabbi has written to the
“Times”:- “the agony of the Jewish people is greater and its needs more
urgent than they have been for centuries.” That is a statement by a
competent authority who knows the history of his own race and is in
possession of first hand information concerning the present situation in
Europe. Everything in Scripture, however, declares that those troubles
will increase. Jeremiah foresaw a day: “Alas! For that day is great, so
that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble.” 13
Then he adds words of significance which shew it is still future: “But
he shall be saved out of it.” Daniel evidently refers to the same time:
“And there shall be a time of trouble, such never was since there was a
nation even to that time.” Evidently Jeremiah and Daniel are referring
to the same event. Both of them speak of an experience without previous
parallel, and Daniel adds in the same significant way the assurance:
“And at that time the people shall be delivered.” 14 Finally, our
Lord puts His sovereign seal to the witness, declaring: “For then shall
be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world
to this time, no nor ever shall be.” And He makes a significant addition
also: “But for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” 15
The conclusion is inescapable that the Scriptures as we have them before
us foreshadow for the Jew a yet deeper experience of suffering, but no
less when the depths have been touched there shall be deliverance.
Deliverance has not yet come to pass. It may be on the horizon, but it
would appear from other Scriptures that its centre is to be in Jerusalem
and therefore in its intensity and bitterness, in its darkest hour which
will indeed precede the dawn, it is yet to be.

There have been some who have brought prophetic truth into disrepute by
making assertions concerning the exact time of the return of our Lord.
They have been proved to be wrong. There does not appear to be in
Scripture any authority for such speculations. Elaborate calculations
have been made which have not been justified by the event. I am quite
incapable of suggesting in any way the time of the occasion, believing
as I do, that the blessing is for every generation of believers in the
attitude itself of watching and waiting. At the same time, if I am
impressed at all with the sense of the nearness of our Lord’s return I
should feel that the most important clue to the hour of His appearing
was the present position of the Jew. I think there is justification for
saying the Jew is the timepiece of the eternal purpose, and I cannot
escape in my own heart the sense of awe as I see his predicament in
Europe today. He has come right into the forefront of European politics,
the question of a permanent settlement for him, is an international
issue, and brooks no delay. All this must be considered in the light of
our Lord’s words: “So likewise ye, when ye see these things being
fulfilled, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh.” 16 There are
some who without the slightest justification, calling themselves, let it
be noted, Christian disciples learning of Him, will assert that in such
statements Jesus unfortunately echoed the ideas current among the Jews
of His time. They dope their congregations with such falsehood,
deliberately ignoring such a solemn declaration as is added: “Heaven and
earth shall pass away but My words shall not pass away.” Hence the Jew
in his sorrow must arrest the attention of every earnest and true
believer. The Jew in his suffering is the herald of the coming of the
great day. The Christian must be particularly careful not to be carried
away by anti-Semitic prejudice. It may be true that the Jew has been and
is all that is declared, but nobody can judge a whole nation except God
Himself. Its individuals may be wrong, but we must, as Christians,
abstain from condemning wholesale every man, woman and child that
belongs to the race out of which our Lord sprang. At least in the
history of the race there arises one great wonderful Figure Who can turn
to the rest of mankind and ask: “Which of you accuseth Me of sin?” 17
At the same time there are many who are taking this line of general
condemnation and persecution. On the day of the crucifixion the Jews
cried out to Pilate: “We have no king but Caesar.” 18 Now they are to
suffer for rejecting their own king, and deliberately acknowledging the
over lording of the Gentiles. I hesitate to make assertions of a
concrete character when they exceed in any degree the word of God, but I
do venture the assertion that according to my reading of Scripture if
the Jew does not find his path more and more difficult we may well doubt
the significance of the Old Testament prophecy. The Scriptures so
clearly foresee an ever-increasing furnace of affliction for the Jew.

With this fact clearly established in our minds let us consider some of
the promises of Scripture that would seem to be unfulfilled. In Genesis
15. 18 the Lord gave a promise to Abram: “Unto thy seed have I given
this land from the river of Egypt (the Nile) unto the great river the
river Euphrates.” The nearest realisation of that promise was in the
time of Solomon. It may be argued that having thus accomplished the
promise in Solomon there is no further fulfilment because of unbelief.
In the first place the promise is one without condition and it is
difficult to believe that if God gave it, it could be His purpose that
it should cease to be theirs. In the second place there are subsequent
Scriptures that emphasise that the promise is one that must be kept. The
prophecy of Amos concludes with these words: “And I will plant them upon
their own land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land
which I have given them, saith the Lord.” 19 The final settlement of
the Jew must therefore be in the land. The ultimate of God’s purpose for
the Jew is return to his own land promised him in Abram from which he
shall no more be pulled up. Quite clearly therefore he is destined to go
back and to remain there by Divine decree, all the dictators of the
world notwithstanding. There is one more declaration of Scripture which
will complete the picture. The prophet Micah, in line with Isaiah,
declares: “ And many nations shall go, and say, Come let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will
teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths: for the law shall go
forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 20 Here then
is the completed picture. The Jew is in distress and destined to pass
into greater suffering. At the same time the Scriptures envisage for him
a time when he will be back in his own land impregnable by Divine decree
and instead of being the object of international persecution will be the
centre of world wide blessing. Now these are political events to be
observed by the ordinary eye. They are not to be spiritualised as the
manner of some is by leaving the curses upon the Jew and walking off
with all these assertions as spiritual realities for the church. The
Scriptures stand or fall by these events as observable by ordinary men
and women. The Jew is to pass right down into the depths of affliction
and then to emerge as the centre of world wide blessing. The question to
be asked concerning the Jew is that we asked concerning the church.
There we asked when should we pass from this body of humiliation into
the body of the glory. Here we ask when shall the Jew pass from abysmal
suffering of the most awful kind into the possession of the land with
his king, the rightful and only heir of David in the midst, to be the
centre of religious blessing to the rest of mankind? There is no need
for any involved language or for such a multiplicity of references to
Scripture as shall leave the mind in confusion. One prophecy will be
sufficient. Just take your Bible and turn to Zechariah. Then read
through leisurely and with the desire to understand simple language
chapters 12, 13 and 14. Read them as you would a letter from a friend.
If he mentions Australia you don’t try to argue he means the North Pole,
or to split phrases into bits or take sentences or paragraphs and see
how many “hands” have “reverently” made emendations and redactions, but
give this Scripture as much credence as most give to a modern scientist.
You will then notice very easily an oft recurring phrase: “in that day.”
You will make a note of it. That day is the day of the Lord, and in
heaven’s calendar it is marked as no day in the history of any European
nation is marked. See then what is to happen on that day. “I will seek
to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.” That cannot be
a reference to A.D. 70 because, instead of destroying the nations that
came against it, those foreigners destroyed the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. If therefore it is to happen the Jew must first be back again
in Jerusalem. He will come back under the pressure and affliction of the
Gentile, and apparently from these chapters, the enemies who have
persecuted them until they have fled to Jerusalem will then follow them
to their own capital. The gentile nations in all their pomp and pride,
having wiped God out of their thoughts will be blind to the fact that
God is using them for His own glorious purpose in His Son, the Son that
the Gentiles too have refused. God declares: “I will gather all nations
against Jerusalem to battle and the city shall be taken and the houses
rifled, and the women ravished.” 21 The Gentile nations will be
radiant with delight at their victory, but it will be short-lived.
Notice what the Word declares. “Then” that will be the moment of Divine
intervention. That is the point of time to which we are hastening; it is
inevitable and inescapable. To this point of time indicated in that word
“then” both Gentile and Jew are hastening under the overruling decrees
of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Then shall the Lord go
forth and fight against those nations as when He fought in the day of
battle and His feet shall stand in that day on the mount of
Olives.” 22 The language is perfectly clear and simple. Again it
cannot be a reference to A.D. 70 because this is the day of deliverance
for the Jew, not the beginning of further desolation. It is a great day
of victory for “the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day
there shall be One Lord and His Name One.” 23 If it were not for the
fact that so many theologians have resolved to give no credence to the
truth of the Personal Return of the Lord, these Scriptures would be so
perfectly plain and clear that it would be inevitably the joy and hope
of every believer.

Hence it appears from these chapters that the Jew will return to his own
land in unbelief. There he will be assailed by his enemies, but
delivered in his extremity out of their hand by the Personal appearance
of our Lord on mount Olivet. He will come, we believe, with His redeemed
church already glorified, and He will smite the nations and take the
power into His own hands to reign over the earth where He has been
rejected. His own people will look upon Him Whom they pierced. That
prophecy was fulfilled at His crucifixion, and it will be fulfilled
again at His appearing. There will be a reconciliation between His own
who once refused Him and Himself. They shall indeed say: “Blessed is He
that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” It will be a reconciliation of
which we may with some reason think that that of Joseph and his brethren
was an anticipation. Those brethren meant it for evil, but God meant it
for good. The rejection of the Messiah by the Jew was meant for evil but
God meant it for good. It has brought blessing to the Gentiles. Read
Romans 11 and see how Paul shews that if the casting away of the Jewish
branch has brought blessing to the world what shall the receiving of
them be but life from the dead.

The conclusion therefore is inescapable if the Scriptures are the final
and only authority for our beliefs. The Jew is destined by Divine decree
to be established in His own land. But how and when? By the Divine
intervention of His rejected Messiah Who will come to Olivet actually
and really; as truly as He ascended from it. When thus He comes He comes
to reign in righteousness. How solemnly, seriously and expectantly we
should observe this present movement in Jewry. See how the nations in a
time of so called peace are piling up huge armaments to prevent war.
Watch the Jew being pressed among the nations and struggling for a
foothold in Palestine. These facts are significant. We see them on the
earth and our Blessed Lord is watching them from heaven. At that great
day He will appear on mount Olivet and His church with Him. Hence the
church will already be raptured and with Him that it may come with Him
to the earth. What an experience to descend through the heavens with Him
and to stand with Him on this blood-stained earth for His victory! How
it thrills! And remember it is no imagination. It is as clearly taught
in Scripture as the truth of your salvation. 24
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5. The Nations of the Earth

In the previous chapter we noticed that God has definitely promised the
land to His people the Jews. The Messiah shall there reign over them in
Jerusalem and the Holy City shall be the centre of praise of the whole
earth. By reason of their rejection of the Messiah when He came God has
necessarily set them aside from His purpose for the time being, but Paul
clearly teaches in his epistle to the Romans that they are to be grafted
in again and that will be when they are reconciled to the Pierced One
when He intervenes on their behalf on Mount Olivet. In the meantime, as
Paul in the same chapter teaches, “through their fall salvation is come
to the Gentiles.” 1 From the time that the Jew was set aside the
apostles went forth to the Gentiles preaching the gospel of faith in
Jesus Who died for them at Calvary, and so from both Jew and Gentile
there was called out, and is still being called out, the company of the
true church for which our Lord will come in the air. With this company,
as we have seen, He will proceed to the earth when “every eye shall see
Him” 2 in manifested glory. It will be a wonderful time for the
church which is in glorious union and for Israel reconciled in a day to
the Messiah once rejected. But what of those who have rejected Him?
There are no loose ends in God’s purpose and from the moment that He
comes He will deal with every condition of the human race. As certainly
as He will be visible to every eye so every individual will be visible
to Him. Our Lord has declared: “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 3 Jerusalem
is not therefore for ever to be under the domination of the Gentile
races. There will be a day when Jerusalem will be more independent than
London! It will be the centre of an empire impregnable in a way that no
empire in the world has ever been! The incredible is destined to be
unveiled before the eyes of the world and the Gentile nations, now
turning their backs on the Bible, have great need to know from its pages
what God has declared concerning them. Woe betide the preacher in that
great day who has hid from the Gentile nations the thing that God is
going to do. What then is the testimony of the Scriptures?

First let us consider Daniel 2. Many Christians are very nervous of this
prophecy. I remember a person being in our house one weekend. She was an
Anglican, and as a faithful member of that communion she attended the
parish church on the Sunday morning. Imagine my surprise on returning
from our own service in the Baptist Chapel she greeted me with the
assurance that a great load was taken off her mind. I really wondered
what had happened. However, she explained that the rector had assured
them that morning that they need not trouble themselves in the slightest
about the book of Daniel. It was doubtful if such a person ever existed,
and in any event the stories of the book were a collection of myths
circulating around a mythical individual. She was intensely relieved.
But supposing the rector was wrong? Supposing that when our Lord spoke
of Daniel the prophet He was right? 4 And of the two who shall the
ordinary Christian believe? Let us therefore take the book as we have
it, and if we are wrong we shall be wrong with our Lord, and we shall
certainly be in very good company. In this chapter from Daniel, then, we
find the record of a dream which Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed. It troubled
him very much because somehow he felt it was a significant dream and yet
he was quite unable to recall even its salient features. Daniel alone
was able to do this for him and he disclosed to him the content of the
dream. The very fact that Daniel was able to do this made its own deep
impression upon Nebuchadnezzar. He was conscious that in Daniel was a
ministry of an exceptional kind. Nebuchadnezzar had seen an image of a
man of gold, silver, brass and iron. Its feet were partly iron and
partly clay. It represented what our Lord Himself called a period as
“the times of the Gentiles.” Daniel, having, by divine revelation, come
into possession of the content of the dream, we must believe that his
interpretation was likewise of God. Hence he declared to Nebuchadnezzar:
“thou art this head of gold.” 5 That is a clue right at the beginning
which tells us how the image is to be understood. Are we wrong then in
supposing that the four empires symbolised in the image were Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome? These are the empires which comprise the
times of the Gentiles, times which, as a matter of history, began with
Jerusalem being trodden down by Nebuchadnezzar, times which are to end,
declares our Lord, with the liberation of Jerusalem. It shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, not for ever but “until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled.” That those times are not yet consummated is clear from
the fact that Jerusalem is still under Gentile control. We are therefore
living in a period which no historian has indicated in an history book,
a time which no geologist has mentioned, but a time significantly named
by our Lord Himself with all His authority as God manifested in the
flesh, “the times of the Gentiles.” 6 You will notice the progressive
inferiority of the metals in the image and finally the weakness of the
mixture of iron and clay for these parts shall not cleave one to
another.

It is at once interesting and important to notice, however, that Daniel
also had a vision of these empires. He did not see them as
Nebuchadnezzar saw them. To the latter the symbol of the image was most
attractive. It is possible that a replica of the image of his dream was
the object of worship in Daniel 3. To Daniel, however, these empires
were seen under the imagery of wild beasts. Their description can be
read in Daniel 7. The last of the four beasts was the cruellest of them
all and the strongest. How differently the man of God saw these empires
from the man of the world! This is God’s view of our boasted education,
civilisation, evolution and culture. Only a few years ago there were
even Christians who could see the undoubted onward progress of the race.
They repudiated the gloomy outlook of the Second Adventists. But who is
right? What is there at the heart of a nation like Germany when helpless
Jews can be persecuted as Hitler is persecuting them today? We read that
in these pogroms “women clapped their hands with glee” as they saw
individual Jews being maltreated. Only the most ardent and purblind
optimist would now have the audacity to speak of evolution and
civilisation. If this is evolution what was the abysmal condition of the
race in the first instance? It is surely a piece of sophistry for
religious leaders today to be talking of all the good that is in the
world. What have they to say in the name of God concerning the revealed
condition of the human heart as we see it in Europe today? It certainly
needs much more than improvement; nothing can save it but redemption
through the blood of Christ into newness of life. It is important to
notice, therefore, that Daniel saw the dominant spirit of these Gentile
empires was the spirit of the beast. Is it not remarkable that after the
lapse of all the centuries this is the spirit that characterises the
nations to a degree which is absolutely indisputable? Some of these
people who have recklessly declared to the common people that Daniel was
not a prophet and indeed that he never existed may well turn the
searchlight of their critical faculties upon their own message.

There was, however, another important feature in the dream of
Nebuchadnezzar. The stone, cut without hands smote the image upon its
feet that were of iron and clay and broke them in pieces. “Then was the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and the gold broken to pieces
together and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floor and the
wind carried them away that no place was found for them.” 7 The whole
image collapsed by reason of the operation of the stone. We need to mark
the fact most clearly and definitely because it will have a direct
bearing on our service on our prayers and on our whole attitude to world
issues. For want of seeing this truth time, money, energy are being
wasted in the church of God. “No place was found for them.” This
gigantic civilisation which has been built up with the heart of a beast,
in cruelty and domination lust, greed, passion and plunder is destined
to be swept right out of existence like chaff. God has no purpose in it.
It is a man-made, God resisting creation conceived in the heart of man
and reared in the deep spirit of human pride. It is something God is
permitting and providentially overruling, but God has no purpose in it.
The purpose of god is in the stone. Nobody reading this chapter in
Daniel can reach any other conclusion. God is not working out His
purpose through the stone and through the image, for the stone emerges
to be the destroyer of the image. It is also clear that the stone is not
produced out of the marvels of the image. The idea that the kingdom of
God will naturally emerge out of the kingdoms of this world finds no
countenance in this chapter. Our Lord declared: “My kingdom is not of
this world,” 8 and yet clergy and ministers in high places persist in
talking to the unsaved as if He had never said such thing. It matters
not what sort of ordination one has had nor what eminence in a
denomination a man may have reached, all these things are like the chaff
of the threshing floor with God. These considerations give no authority
to override the truth of the Word of God, and the truth there is that
not only is His kingdom not of this world, but that it comes in and
reaches its consummation by the destruction of the kingdoms of this
world. It is also clear that the stone acts suddenly. The cutting out of
the stone is a secret process, secret from the image, but when it
strikes, it strikes suddenly. The stone will have in it all the power of
God Himself! Let the reader observe and listen to the voices of thinking
men and women. What is this continual murmur one hears that the next war
will mean the end of our civilisation? It is a premonition of the carnal
mind in the mercy of God. Whether the next war will end our civilisation
or not I do not know, but this I know from the Word of God, there will
be eventually a war the end of which will be the coming of the Lord in
judgment upon this civilisation with the result that it will be no more.
That is the inevitable end! The whole of God’s purpose is in the stone
and not in the image. If, of course one deliberately elects to ignore
the teaching of Scripture and to assert that this dead image has been
inspired by the Holy Spirit and will emerge to fulfil the purpose of
God, then one has completely travestied the simple teaching of this
chapter and will spend a lifetime in work which is destined itself to be
“burned up.”

Now these are far reaching conclusions and the reader may justly feel
that they are so different from the testimony of the modern pulpit and
so alien from the outlook of the people with whom he or she mixes daily
that further reflection is necessary. Let us consider the teaching of
Revelation 16. It may be that some will have difficulty in doing so, for
it is a book which as a prophetic study is greatly discounted. In the
opinion of many who think their speculations are worthy of being made
dogmatic certainties this book was written to encourage Christians in
time of crisis. That crisis has all passed and its value now remains in
its inspiration to confidence in God and the glory of ultimate victory
for any subsequent generation that may be tested out in like manner. And
the people sitting in the pews believe it.

Yet what does the book itself say? “The revelation of Jesus Christ which
God gave Him.” 9 With these words it opens; so that of all the books
of the Bible this is unique in being a revelation from God the Father to
His Beloved Son sharing His throne after ascension. “Blessed is he that
readeth, and that they hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein; for the time is at hand.” 10 Hence
we may expect great blessing in meditating upon the truths of its
chapters, even though we may find things hard to be understood. This
chapter 16 therefore may rightly claim our attention. Seven angels are
commanded to go their ways and pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of
God upon the earth. Nobody would suppose today from religious leaders
that God was capable of wrath with Europe. Things may be difficult but
God, so to speak, is immensely gratified with all the well meaning
efforts that are being made, and statesmen and others may be quite sure
that the ecclesiastical leaders are able to speak with absolute
authority upon God’s feelings. How blind they are! “Seven bowls of the
wrath of God.” Let the Christian believer spend time on his knees alone
waiting upon God to know and to understand what this may mean, and does
mean to the world. The fears that are reflected in ARP will fade into
the mists. “Seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 11 God is determined
one day to step right into the midst of human affairs in judgment. Man
has been tried and found wanting. He is not only in sin but he is
refusing God’s way out. How will this judgment reveal itself? John saw
three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon,
the beast and the false prophet. These unclean spirits are under the
command of Satan, they are the spirits of demons and they go forth unto
the kings of the whole earth to gather them to battle of the great day
of God, the Almighty. Here is a gleam of light for the reader who is
ready to take it. Why do the statesmen of the earth find it so hard to
ensure peace? Dictators and democracies alike declare there is nothing
they want more than peace, and yet conference after conference fails.
What is the explanation? The dictators blame the democracies, the
democracies blame the dictators. The nations that possess blame the
dissatisfied nations that do not possess and these in their turn, the
“have-nots” blame those that have. There is, of course, an element of
truth in all this, for human nature itself is not easily entreated, but
the child of God taught by the Spirit through the Word knows that there
are also these evil spirits operating in world affairs as keenly
resolved to push the nations into war for the destruction of the race as
surely as they pushed the Jews into the awful crime of destroying the
Son of God in Calvary. It was by wicked hands 12 that He was slain,
hands energised by the spirits of wickedness. So too these powers of
darkness, the rulers of this world, are resolved on the destruction of
the race to pervert the purpose of God. They go into the whole world. In
preparation for it we may expect a world to be bent on armaments,
believing this to be the only line of safety. As a matter of fact, from
a worldly point of view they are right. Abyssinia was as disarmed as any
nation could well be but that did not save it. Armaments will be piled
up as the only way to peace, and for a time it would seem they will be
successful. That will be the time when the nations will say “Peace,
peace,” 13 and rejoice that through this method of armed force,
costly as it is, at least the lives of people are being preserved. That
feeling will be well understood, for war is likely to prove the abyss
for any nation that enters upon it. At the same time, these huge
armaments are like matchwood as far as their power over the spirits of
darkness is concerned and what the statesmen of the earth do not see,
and what our religious leaders do not see or will not believe from their
Bibles is that the dominant and determining factor in the world issues
today are the unseen spirits of the supernatural world working in the
affairs of men. Yet when they shall say, Peace, peace, then sudden
destruction cometh upon them and they shall not escape. When armaments
have been piled up as to make men frightened of war, then these evil
spirits will gather them together for that which they have feared. It
will be “sudden destruction,” the same swift end as was indicated by the
stone that will strike the image.

Here then is a situation of the greatest importance. There are three
great movements proceeding to a climax. There is a political movement in
the completing of the image. There is the movement of the powers of
darkness energising men for their own ends. There is the secret cutting
out of the stone ready for the day when it shall strike the image. Those
chapters in Zachariah to which reference was made in the previous study
will help us again here. 14 It would appear that the Jew settling
down in his own land will excite the interest and envy of the Gentile
nations. For a time the Jew will be safe, but later he will find himself
the cockpit of the nations once more. He will be the issue for the
Gentile nations and some will support him and some oppose him. There
will be great suffering for the Jew, the great tribulation to which our
Lord bore testimony, and he will be delivered out of it by the appearing
of our Lord on Mount Olivet. “Then shall the Lord go forth and fight
against those nations as when He fought in the day of battle,” and in
such a contest how feeble will be all the armaments of the nations. In
Matthew 25 we have a very interesting parable in which our Lord
describes Himself as a King upon a throne. Before Him are gathered all
the nations, and strangely enough He does not deal with individuals but
only with nations. They are divided as sheep from the goats. 15 Some
enter into blessing and some into everlasting punishment. These nations
are judged by their attitude to the Lord’s brethren. It may be
legitimate to say that the Lord’s brethren are His believing and
redeemed people, but I think it is more true to say that His brethren
are His own race after the flesh, so that the Gentile nations will find
themselves at the bar of the Lord Jesus Christ when He comes to Olivet
judged for their treatment to the Jew. The issue will be “to Me” or “not
to Me.” 16 How little the nations think today that in their treatment
of the Jew the Lord in heaven is looking on and that vengeance belongs
to God, for He will repay! 17

In the light of all this it is clear that the stone is the coming of the
Lord. Truly He will be a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. Read
prayerfully I Peter, chapter 2, and notice the living stones built into
the corner stone rejected of men, but precious. Out from the nations the
Holy Spirit is calling a church which, when it is completed will be the
stone for the destruction of all this man made civilisation that will
not have God to rule over it. No man can fashion that stone but God is
doing it. The world scoffs at the idea of being saved. It has no place
for the blood and being born again, and yet did the world but know the
greatest power the world has yet seen is being created formed and
constituted by the Holy Spirit so that the Lord may receive the church
to Himself for this very purpose of dealing with the nations. Many
truths emerge out of this fact. The interests of the believer are
entirely in the stone. Any reader of Scripture will see from looking at
Revelation 18, verses 19 and 20 that in God’s purpose the interest of
the true church of the redeemed and the world must always be absolutely
opposed. The church under the leadership of its Living Lord is destined
to be the instrument of the greatest revolution the world of men has
ever known. Another truth is quite clear. Pictures of the saints’
retirement into heaven at death there to live in glorious ease and
inactivity, except for singing, for evermore are completely dispelled.
The saints are coming with Him to put an end to the bloodiest war in the
experience of men to judge the nations and to inaugurate the reign of
Jesus on the earth. It is clear that there will be plenty of work at the
beginning! Finally, the path of service is well marked and defined. The
child of God whose eyes are thus opened will see very clearly that the
supreme duty of the hour is to evangelise the masses. Every effort of
the Lord’s people should be devoted to this end that the Holy Spirit may
have an instrument of testimony to use for the salvation of men and
women. The need of the daily witness becomes supreme, the privilege of
the mission field is lit up with an eternal glory, the ministry of the
Sunday School teacher is given a new meaning and is seen to be of the
greatest importance. Yet we are told that Second Adventism cuts the
nerve of evangelistic enterprise. The sober fact is that it strengthens
evangelistic enterprise as nothing else will or can.

Security is the question of the hour. In the recent crisis there was an
advertisement in the press inviting people to proceed to the Bahamas
“away from the turmoil of Europe.” It had an attractive appeal and no
doubt some responded to it, but there is no escape from this issue. It
is a judgment coming upon the whole world, and wherever you may travel
this crisis of the Coming Christ will confront you. If they call upon
the rocks to hide them from his face it will be futile; for He comes to
deal with the whole race of men, and it is decreed that before Him every
knee shall bow, 18 the knee of every intelligent being in the whole
universe. Are you ready? Where are your interests today? Are they in the
image, destined to be destroyed, or in the stone destined to destroy and
then to found the kingdom of righteousness? You cannot be in both and
you must be in one. Think it out, get away with God on your knees, ask
Him to enable you to search the heart concerning the truth of these
things and to lead you into His truth and then have the courage to stand
in this little day, at all costs, for Him and for His purpose. The night
is coming, coming as it seems, so swiftly. We need to rebuke the
lethargy of our spirits, the tendency to sweep these things aside, the
fear of seeming peculiar to others, so that this tremendous climax of
the image and the stone towards which we are hastening may find us in
Christ and with Christ, the servants of His purpose. 19
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6. The Man of Sin

The Christians in Thessalonica had been deeply impressed both by Paul’s
teaching when he was with them, and by his letter addressed to them
later. The good news of the historical fact of Jesus and the meaning of
His death on the Cross had reached them through the apostle, who had
immediately proceeded to give them instructions concerning His personal
return. The two truths went together in his ministry amongst them as he
reminds them at the end of the first chapter: “For they themselves shew
of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for His Son
from heaven, Who He raised from the dead, Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come.” The truth that Jesus was coming back again from
heaven was given to these people at the same time as the truth of His
Cross at His first coming and when they were converted they turned right
away from their idols and fixed their hope in His coming again. One
would suppose that all who claim to have the apostolic succession would
reveal that succession in correspondence of witness, but it is one of
the peculiar twists of modern religion that you prove your discipleship
of Jesus and your succession of the apostles by flatly denying what they
have declared or by saying they meant something altogether different, or
were benighted by sharing the Jewish apocalyptic of their time. And
should you not have been ordained by a bishop, then no matter how
closely you keep to the Scriptures your ministry is invalid. When one
perceives that the apostolic succession is preserved in the ministry of
the Holy Spirit through whomsoever He wills then one sees that He, in
His sovereignty, would never condescend to be bound by any human
organisation.

Paul therefore taught them the truth that the Saviour Who had died for
them and who was raised from the dead, the historical Jesus, was coming
again from heaven. He declared it, indeed, with such emphasis that the
people were tempted to be careless about many present duties as they
felt His coming was so near. In the second epistle Paul corrects this
attitude. He does not say they have misunderstood him as to the fact of
our Lord’s return, but he is equally clear that that day has not yet
come. He seizes the opportunity, not only of declaring that it had not
arrived but that ere it could be manifested there was to be another
manifestation. He then unveiled to them a sinister figure arising out of
the spread of apostacy and he names him “that Man of sin … the Son
of perdition,” 1 a Judas. Nearly two thousand years have passed since
Paul wrote those words and therefore with every year that comes the
interest in his prophecy increases. Notice then that the Apostle does
not view the progress of truth as one of unbroken attainment until the
world shall be Christian. So far from that there was to be an apostacy,
a falling away from the truth on the part of those who had received it.
Churches would have an outward profession of truth but their testimony
would be one of error. That which men would think to be the very
instrument of God would decline from its high calling and serve the ends
of time rather than the purpose of eternity. “The love of the many shall
grow cold,” 2 a situation all too real in our midst today when
Christianity garbs itself in principles and devices, but seldom rejoices
in love towards the Lord Who has redeemed us in His precious blood. That
apostacy, that declension from truth, that coldness of heart on the part
of professing adherents would be the seed ground for an ominous
manifestation and incarnation of evil. Our Lord implied this when He
asked: “Nevertheless when the Son of Man cometh shall He find the faith
on the earth?” 3 If we are to believe the testimony of the religious
press in general then the truth is being sifted from the error of the
past and the very cream of faith is being preserved. Part of the error,
of course, being this very idea that He is returning again! Yet what is
the picture? Our Lord shewed how great a part prayer occupied in His
life. Your modern church and its adherents have so many interests to
serve that it is impossible to find a place for a prayer meeting, and if
the time could be found few if any would attend. Preaching is concerned
with the things of the earth and nobody would suppose that human beings
are facing eternity determined by issues that centre in Calvary. Our
Lord’s present glory is relegated to the silence, while the truth that
the Holy Spirit lives in the body of the believer is never touched upon.
The masses of Christendom are evidently not reading their Bibles else
they would see these truths in the Word and begin to ask that they
should be preached. Then like so many theological wolves, preying upon
those who have had any kind of religious experience, there are a host of
cults living on the stragglers of our churches. Christian Science,
Theosophy, Russellism, Spiritism all thrive upon the perpetual ravages
they make on people who once came inside our churches and chapels. This
is the background of apostacy making possible the merging in human
society of the sinister figure who in God’s sight is the Man of Sin but
who will doubtless be hailed as the leader of a religion that appeals to
sensible men.

His origin is clearly stated. It is “according to Satan.” 4 He
proceeds out of the abyss and is Satan’s imitation of supernatural
incarnation. The Scriptures, therefore, unveil a stupendous fact in this
respect. Heaven is preparing for the manifestation of the Christ of
Calvary now glorified. Hell is preparing the manifestation of this
sinister figure who will possibly be Satan himself incarnate. The
wreckage of faith and confidence in the Word of God will give Satan his
opportunity. If men were to keep close to the Word they would not be
deceived. Hence before this can be accomplished there must be a campaign
to undermine all confidence in the Word of God. Very few young people
today are trained in the churches to test any proposal or situation by
waiting upon God that the Holy Spirit may guide them through the Word of
Scripture. Once this defence is broken down, the plans of Satan will
speedily be brought to an issue. This man when he emerges, will have no
difficulty in taking a foremost place in the affairs of men and we may
expect that his power over the masses will be hypnotic. Indeed Paul
declares so quite plainly. His coming will be ”after the working of
Satan with all power and signs and wonders that lie.” The peoples of the
earth will be staggered by his uncanny intelligence and remarkable
power. In Revelation 13 he is called the Beast. There we are told that
“all the world wondered after the Beast.” He will apparently be
invincible, for the masses enquire who will make war with him. The same
chapter makes it clear that he is to have control of commerce, for none
will be able to buy or sell save those that have his mark 5 upon
them. A few years ago, of course, infidels and Bible critics would have
united to have declared that such ideas were preposterous. Today they
are silent, for they know that in a very wonderful way these things are
appearing and operating in human experience. In his letter to the
Thessalonians, however, Paul stresses his religious activities. He will
be worshipped and will be welcomed by the Jews as their Messiah. How
significant are those words of our Lord: “I am come in My Father’s Name,
Me ye will not receive. Another shall come in his own name, him ye will
receive.” 6 In Germany today it is dangerous to say that Jesus is the
Saviour of the world. There is only one man capable of doing that now
and he controls the Reich.

Now this mystery of lawlessness was perceived by Paul as already
working. To his Spirit enlightened eye the activity was apparent even by
A.D. 50! Until the Lord returned it would continue and increase. Modern
inventions appear to be most suitable for this great Satanic campaign of
mesmerising the masses. The radio, television, aviation, a controlled
press are all possible instruments for this man when the hour strikes.
His accession to power would be exceptionally rapid but for one fact, a
hindrance in his way, not easily overcome. There is one who hinders and
will continue to do so until he be taken out of the way. Who is the one
who hinders? 7 Some think that Paul is referring to the Roman empire
with its splendid legal system. It was because he was referring to the
ruling power, so it is argued, that he dare not mention it by name. In
effect the apostle is declaring that the laws of Rome, enshrined as they
are in a country like England, will be a preservative against unbridled
outbreak of lawlessness in the world. That may be the correct
explanation. It may, perhaps, be part of the explanation. One of the
subtle weaknesses of those who study the teaching of prophecy is perhaps
to fasten down a statement to one interpretation when possibly it
embraces many. In this case another interpretation is possible. The
hindrance may be the Holy Spirit working through the true company of the
Lord’s redeemed, and if this is so then when the church is removed the
hindrance to the power of Satan will thus be withdrawn and his work will
be made manifest. There is no doubt that the witness of the church is a
restraining factor. If the people in this country have not accepted
Christ they have, consciously or unconsciously, been influenced by the
gospel. In some countries where Rome holds sway, girls unaccompanied are
unsafe in the street, for religion as people know it, has brought no
moral uplift. The influence of evangelical Christianity has been
altogether different from that, and although its agencies and meeting
places may be despised and the gospel of the grace of God in salvation
through the blood may be the subject of jest, yet where men and women
have been born again new influences have radiated. The church therefore,
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, is most certainly a definite hindrance and
indeed the foremost barrier to the work of Satan in the world. “When the
enemy comes in like a flood the Spirit of the Lord shall set up a banner
against him.” 8 That flood activity seems to be very apparent today.
Satan is definitely seeking to drive a wedge in between professing
Christianity and the Word of God. He is chilling the hearts of
Christians, and in our churches stifling the one activity of prayer by
which the church can triumph. Similarly, he is educating the masses to
look more and more to individual men to lead them. A great country like
Germany is prostrate at the heel of Hitler. It would be untrue to say
that he holds the people down by brute force. Rather he controls them by
hypnotic power so that the masses are mesmerised to the point almost of
worship. Let the reader who has lost touch with the Bible ponder these
things. He will inevitably ask himself what is that element in the
Scriptures that causes them to be such a mirror of the modern world? How
was Paul able to look into the future with such unerring insight? When
the questions are asked there will be but one answer. The Scriptures are
the truth of God.

As Paul presents the Man of Sin to the Thessalonians he is a formidable
figure indeed. He is Satan’s answer to the purpose of God in Christ, and
while men are occupied with the politics of the earth he will be seeking
through apostacy to manifest himself, but will be hindered by the Holy
Spirit through the Lord’s Body of the church. This is the issue amongst
men and of which they are quite ignorant. His influence upon the masses
will be remarkable; for they will be completely deluded by him. In every
realm, religious, political, commercial he will command their admiration
and fear. His position will be unique. He will be the antichrist of whom
John speaks, and while at first he will be favourable to the Jews or
appear to be so, he will nevertheless prove to be their enemy when they
are back in their land. He will be the instrument of the oppression and
persecution to which reference was made in a previous chapter. He is the
leader destined to gather the nations together against the Lord’s chosen
people and, as we have seen, his purpose will almost succeed. Satan’s
incarnation is to be crushed by God’s Beloved Son. “And then shall that
wicked one be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of
His mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 9
This outstanding man in world affairs, greater than any of the great
warriors of the past, greater than the politicians of the past, wielding
a might and power in human society which makes his name to be on
everybody’s lips and his every movement day by day the concern of the
masses, this outstanding man is destined to be brought to his end by the
Lord Christ Himself. He who has mesmerised the world and struck terror
into the hearts of all who dare oppose him will be instantly mastered,
conquered and consumed by the Lord of glory at His appearing. These
facts are very instructive. The image, which is man’s great effort to
achieve greatness is destined to be swept away like chaff. The Man of
Sin, Satan’s great effort against God and His church, is destined to be
consumed and destroyed by the breath of His mouth. It means that it is
the collapse of all the devices of Satan for ruling the world in
rebellion against God’s Beloved Son. He may be far in the future or he
may already be a name on the earth. We cannot tell, and speculation is
no part of the work of the Holy Spirit. He does not lead us into
speculation but into truth. Our concern is to observe that dictatorship
is emerging in a new form in the world, and it would seem as if
democratic government as we have known it will recede into history. Even
the democratic nations are being forced into certain lines of action by
reason of the dictators. What the outcome will be none can tell, but
this is very clear: nobody would now scoff at the idea of a world
dictator arising to direct and control the affairs of men. It is one of
those strange paradoxes that men are now affirming that if democracy is
to preserve its liberties and survive then it must surrender some of
those liberties for the sake of the greater end. Dictator states move
quickly. By a stroke of the pen decrees come into force that could only
operate after much negotiation in a democratic country. And if the
dictators move swiftly by decrees can the democracies afford to move
slowly by means of endless negotiation? Experience is proving that they
cannot. Increasingly they are finding that they must think and act
quickly and ever more quickly, and with acceleration of decision comes
the diminution of the democratic principle. Verily the iron and clay are
being seen in Europe today. For the child of God, however, these are
subsidiary issues. The crisis lies in another direction. Deception and
counterfeit have ever been the instruments of Satan, and the concern of
the child of God is to know how to live proof against deception. The
apostle gives us the answer. The world will be deceived because “they
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” 10 It
is a significant fact that in God’s view man’s love of the truth is
tested by his attitude to the gospel of grace in salvation. Truth begins
at the feet of Jesus in repentance for sin and in humble acceptance of
the salvation He has wrought by His Blood. A man must love the truth if
he is to be saved from the lie. He must love the truth not as it appeals
to him but as God reveals it. He must love the truth above all else and
step into it with courage and devotion. Love for the truth begins at
Calvary, and henceforth the believer who has found the truth of Calvary
in the Word of God must search the Scriptures daily and diligently to
know the truth of God for himself as applied to his own circumstances.
Deliverance from falsehood requires that the mind shall be permeated
with the Scriptures, saturated with the truth of God so that in every
situation the Spirit of God can direct it towards some revelation of the
Word that shall meet the need and be capable of application. It is not
the snipping of a text from a calendar or even the taking of a promise
from a box, however helpful that may be, it is the distilling of the
truth of the Word in the heart so that by the Spirit the light and love
of God may be a daily experience. It means no less that every bit of
truth God gives must be acted upon immediately. We lose so much because
we linger in disobedience. We see a truth but we defer to act upon it,
and in delaying we miss it and the blessing is lost. If only we would
remember that every time we let a truth slip we give ground to falsehood
and the lie we should be much more careful. Every moment of our lives we
are stepping into the truth or into the lie, and when the Spirit shews a
truth from the Word we need quickly and gladly to step into it. Only so
can we walk in the light as He is in the light. No doubt our manner of
life will seem strange to the worldling, and that this is so should
cause us no surprise. When we see how the wisdom of the world is
destined to end we ought to be most thankful to God that in His mercy He
has opened our eyes to the truth in Christ, and our one desire should be
to press on in the truth of God that we may by all means escape the lie
of Satan. Believers have great need to recognise that the Scriptures now
so frequently criticised, challenged and refuted are the one instrument
the Spirit of God can use to preserve them against the wiles and
deceptions of the hour in which we live. Voices are reaching out to us
from the past declaring that antiquity confirms the truth of the Word of
God. The believer will know from his own experience the present
testimony of the Holy Spirit in his heart, for the Spirit beareth
witness with our spirit that we are the sons of God. 11 All this
should encourage the believer in simple faith to lay hold on the Word,
to meditate therein day and night and to walk in humble obedience to its
revelation. We shall walk in clear distinction from the world. Our
pleasures will be different, our politics will be different, our purpose
will be different and our end will be different. “For this cause God
shall send them strong delusion, and they shall believe the lie; that
they all might be judged who believing not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness.” 12 That is a solemn word of warning. Those who
have deliberately rejected the truth of God will be swept into the
vortex of the lies of the Man of Sin, not only by his deceptions but by
the deluding judgments of God. It is a serious contemplation indeed that
if men persist in loving the lie God will withdraw from them every
prospect of escaping from it.

In such circumstances of delusion and lying the stage for the Man of Sin
will be set, and the one protection will be the Spirit of God indwelling
the believer, leading him into all the truth of the Word of God. If you
see that fact, be sure you make it the rule for your life to wait upon
God, to meditate upon His word and to be quick to obey the impellings of
His Spirit. 13
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7. The Scarlet Woman

In the previous chapter we were considering Satan’s answer to the
incarnation of God in Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord. The final
manifestation of iniquity will be incarnated in one who is named the Man
of Sin. It is Satan’s imitation of the divine mystery of God’s Beloved
Son. But this is not the only imitation upon which Satan is engaged. God
has redeemed and is redeeming unto Himself a church. This church is the
company of those redeemed in the blood of Jesus Christ and who by faith
have received the Holy Spirit. It is the one society that declares to
men the sufficiency of the sacrifice of Christ for sin, and points men
right away from every earthly organisation to Jesus the Saviour of the
world. If therefore Satan is imitating the Incarnation in the Man of Sin
we shall not be surprised to learn that he is imitating the Body of
Christ. Few people understand this fact. They are apt to think that any
kind of religion must be acceptable to God. There are, however, two
kinds of religion. One is that revealed by God through His Word, and the
other is that established by man out of his own reasoning and by his own
practices. I have a letter before me in which an enthusiastic Romanist
observes that if a person prays about anything it is really a very good
thing. In her view it is the praying that matters. If this person were
right then Jesus was quite wrong in refusing to worship Satan in the
wilderness. Satan was offering Him religion, and if it is religion that
matters, and there is no such thing as a true or a false religion then
our Lord was wrong! “Thou shalt worship the Lord Thy God and Him only
shalt thou serve.” 1. “They that worship Him must worship him in
Spirit and in truth for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.” 2

For the purpose of understanding and setting forth this truth for the
instruction of the Lord’s people John was taken, during his stay in
Patmos, by the Spirit into the wilderness. In that forbidding
environment he was permitted to gaze upon a spectacle which filled him
with wonder. The angel said to Him: “I will shew unto thee the judgment
of the great harlot that sitteth upon many waters, with whom the kings
of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the
earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” To his
amazement John saw “a woman sitting upon a scarlet-coloured beast …
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls having a golden cup in her hand, full of abominations and the
filthiness of her fornication; and upon her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY; BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” She was drunk, adds the apostle, with the
blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 3 The
wilderness was an environment apparent to John as an enlightened
believer, the glory of the woman and her magnificence was the attraction
she held for the carnal eye of the unsaved. Now this woman is important.
We need to enquire whom she represents, then to notice her relationship
to the beast and finally to observe her destiny.

She is described in the above verses as “the mother of harlots and of
the abominations of the earth.” She is called “Babylon the Great.” A
harlot is a woman who prostitutes the sacred relationship of marriage,
and this woman prostitutes truth. From the very beginning the truth of
God has been countered by Satan. He said to the woman in the garden:
“Hath God said?” 4 Ever since that time there have been people ready
to question the divine revelation, to add to it and to take from it.
Abel, in the exercise of a true religion, offered a sacrifice which was
acceptable to God. 5 The knowledge he had of what was true was
probably derived from the time when God clothed Adam and his wife with
skins. 6 Probably the flesh of the animals was offered in sacrifice
as an indication of the way of approach for them to God in future. Abel
faithfully obeyed but Cain offered a sacrifice to God after his own
ideas. He was religious and if it were merely religion that mattered he
ought to have been accepted. 7 All through human history religion has
had these two characteristics: that revealed by God and to be implicitly
obeyed and that designed by man to express his own ideas. Nimrod, a
great-grandson of Noah, is described as a mighty hunter. 8 He was
apparently a mighty hunter of souls seeking to exalt a man made religion
which found its expression in the tower of Babel, and ruthless towards
everybody who differed from him. There followed confusion of tongues and
confusion of truth, until God called out Abram to a life of faith that
truth might be preserved. Hence Israel became the elect nation 9, but
it apostasised and eventually rejected the Messiah sent of God. Since
Pentecost, therefore, the Holy Spirit has been calling out from the
nations the elect church of the Body. That church has no earthly prefix,
it is the church of Jesus Christ our Lord, His church. There is no such
thing in God’s sight as a Roman church or an Anglican church. We here in
this chapel are not a Baptist Church, we are a company of baptised
believers, part of the company of those who, in eternity and time, have
been redeemed in His blood. But Satan is most eager to exercise his
power through a false religion and a false church. The woman represents
his efforts in this direction.

The harlot is located in the city of the seven hills. 10 On these the
woman sits. There can be no reasonable doubt that the apostle refers to
the city of Rome. This scarlet woman is that pagan spirit that contests
the revelation of God, gathered up in mighty power by an organisation
that holds some of the truth of God amidst much error and becomes the
admiration of the world. Romanism as we know it today answers to the
picture that amazed the apostle when he gazed upon it. Everything in the
woman is designed to dazzle and bewitch the carnal eye. She so
fascinates and charms that the inhabitants of the earth are drunk with
her fornications. Is this true of Rome? Every protestant missionary in
work overseas knows that Rome is at this moment the greatest adversary
to the truth of the gospel. In the Congo the Protestant missionary seeks
to persuade the natives to dispense with their fetishes, but not so the
Romanist priest. He would substitute the native fetish with his own, and
offers them a crucifix. They can clearly understand such an action and
gladly take the crucifix, preferring always to have the fetish of the
white man which they think is probably much more potent than their own.
As to the blood of the martyrs of Jesus the story, with all its sadness
is too well known to be disputed. Smithfield fires are not yet
forgotten. Everywhere Rome gets power she seeks to quench the Protestant
witness, and she has not changed in spirit through the centuries.
Recently I was dealing with a woman who hesitated even to look at a
Bible, for she declared that if she did so she would have to confess it
to the priest as a sin. Rome is seeking ever to get increasing control
over the Press of the world. If you watch your daily newspapers you will
observe how frequently our so-called independent press includes pictures
and news items that draw attention to Romanism. The Rome correspondent
of the “Evening Standard,” describing the visit of Mr. Chamberlain and
Lord Halifax to the Pope, told how the English students were described
as having come to Rome to learn the Gospel of God at the feet of His
representative on earth. God’s representative on earth! Where is the
authority of the Word of God for such a startling statement? Does this
correspondent affirm that all who do not support the Pope are against
God? I read a letter from a youth in Australia who would very much have
liked to have become a bank clerk, but he cannot because it is very
difficult for anybody but a Romanist to secure a post in a bank in
Australia. Over in Ireland somebody enquires of the editor of a Romanist
magazine about praying in connection with a sweep. The enquirer wants to
have a house of his own and he thinks that if he could get success in a
sweep he would reach his goal. He asks the editor therefore if he is
right in praying for success in the sweep, and the answer without
hesitation is “Yes.” It is simply amazing that Englishmen of all people
should be hoodwinked by Rome. Let us thank God for an open Bible. How is
it that with an open Bible in our hands we do not see through all this
deception? Can you conceive of Jesus taking a title such as “His
Holiness”? Where in Scripture is there authority for cardinals, red
hats, orders and decorations, papal nuncios to earthly governments,
canonisation of saints, worship of the wafer, extreme unction? “My
kingdom is not of this world,” declared our Lord. But the man who claims
to be God’s representative on earth, plainly declares that he has
altered all that and the kingdom now is very much of this world. Her
eucharistic congresses are staged with the utmost publicity, and the
press of the world is influenced to give prominence both by anticipation
of the event and the record of it. With great subtlety Rome is
exercising its influence over Anglican clergy. Today a new priest
solemnly swears on the altar to be faithful to the thirty-nine articles,
and forthwith deliberately proceeds to adopt and encourage practices
that defy them and are in subservience to Rome. While he is doing this
he takes Protestant money without any qualm of conscience and calls the
people to worship the reserved sacrament. And having taken vows on the
altar which he never intends to keep he has the audacity to claim that
he has a valid ministry of the Holy Spirit and is in the true church,
while those who prefer to make less show and fewer vows, but
nevertheless endeavour to keep those they make, are declared to be
outside the church of Jesus Christ! And people believe them! And
Baptists appoint commissions and waste their time seeking to discover
means by which they may unite with them! Even in the Methodist communion
there are those whose hearts are turned towards sacramentalism. There
are prominent ministers who are members of the “Methodist Sacramental
Fellowship,” and in our own locality a Methodist minister has
approvingly given a lecture on “A Pilgrimage to Lourdes.”

What then is the religious outlook for the world? The true church of the
redeemed, no more of this world than Jesus was, is waiting for the
coming of the Lord to be raptured to Him for all His eternal purpose.
The apostate church, with Rome at its head and centre, will be
increasingly the power in a religion which has some spiritual truth but
which is dominated by doctrines and practices that are contrary to the
Word of God and spring out of the imagination of man and the desire to
exalt man above God. This kind of religion will always appeal to the
carnal man. He loves religion which attracts the eye, which ministers
beautiful music and whose teaching never challenges the conscience.
Thousands are finding it a haven of refuge to remit to the Roman
organisation all issues concerning sin. The confessional is available to
deal with any and every sin. Masses can be purchased which will secure
the repose of the soul and thousands are passing into eternity unsaved,
without Christ and without hope. But the woman rides the beast! The
beast is the symbol of political government and the woman is seen in
command. Mark once again that this revived Roman empire is seen in the
form of a beast. It is the beast with the Antichrist as its head and for
a time it permits the woman to ride and to rule. Some think that for a
period of about three and a half years after the true church is raptured
the woman will rule the beast by her seductive arts and then her rule
will end. The beast ascends out of the abyss and is full of names of
blasphemy. 11 Gentile government at its heart will prove to be
utterly irreligious, whether true or false, and that is a point of the
utmost importance. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. The seven
heads are the seven mountains on which the woman sitteth, the ten horns
are ten kings who agree to give their power and authority to the beast.
When the true church has been taken away to the Lord and forever freed
from the persecution of the false church, then the woman will discover
that her position as ruling the beast will be altered. “And the ten
horns which thou sawest, and the beast, these shall hate the harlot, and
shall make her desolate, and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn
her up with fire.” 12

Three factors may operate to produce this result. It will without doubt
completely be due in large measure to the desire of the beast to throw
over completely any semblance of religion and any creeds or customs that
in any way whatsoever indicate supernatural facts or declare the
existence of a supreme being. Possibly too there may be an issue in the
Jewish question, as the antichrist deals with them in their own land,
which will bring the ruling church into collision with the ruling
dictator. It may also be that the falsity of all the claims of the woman
will be discovered and that in intense anger the peoples will turn and
rend the woman, preferring materialism to a religious bluff. We have
already seen this in Russia. Communism is the fruit of an apostate
church that has been a burden to Russia for centuries but is now found
out and has been ruthlessly suppressed. While the attitude of Communists
is not to be endorsed, it must be understood. Russia is a religious
country, and had she had the gospel as we have had it, Communism in all
the power of Satan as we know it today would have never had the chance
to rule a great country as it is doing. We may think it is costly to be
out and out for Christ, we may find it a great challenge to our courage
to stand firm as a believer saved in the blood and believing God in His
Word, but of this we may be sure: to be a partner in a false religion
which one day the world will find out, will be a more terrible
experience than we have ever known.

As John contemplated the marvellous hypnotic power of the woman and then
saw her terrible end at the hands of the beast he wondered. He must have
been staggered when later he heard the Divine injunction: “Rejoice over
her, thou heaven, and ye saints, and apostles and prophets; for God hath
judged your judgment upon her.” 13 The true child of God can never
have any part in religious persecution. Just as the nations of the earth
are to be judged by their attitude to His brethren so the apostate
church will be judged by the antichrist in the same judgment wherewith
it has judged the true church of the Body. How little we recognise the
eternal counterpart of all our actions, thoughts and attitudes! Do you
ever stop to recollect that God watches every detail of human experience
and that nothing is escaping His eye? If we do it will make us much more
willing to exercise compassion, even upon those who afflict and
persecute us for the measure wherewith they afflict the Body of Christ
is the measure of God’s judgment upon them.

In Revelation 18 the judgment of God on religious Babylon is linked up
with His judgment on commercial and political Babylon. The
disintegration of human society in its sin reaches its climax in the
collapse of all that civilisation built up on the foundation of Babylon.
The true church having been raptured, the false church is free in the
power of Satan to attempt dominion over the nations, and the lust that
it has ever manifested in this direction will then be satisfied. For a
time the nations of the Beast will be content to endure this religious
domination but as we have seen it will ultimately be repudiated and the
result to the woman is destruction. The process of disintegration,
however, reveals an astounding fact. Business collapses, politics
deteriorate. The merchantmen weep, the kings wail and lament. Their
distress is due to the realisation that when society throws off religion
it destroys confidence, and when confidence is destroyed international
affairs and commercial affairs suffer. Who supposes that the true church
is the mainstay of modern civilisation. The suggestion that the refuge
of society is in the little companies of the Lord’s people scattered all
over the world has but to be made to be ridiculed, but so it is and God
is determined to demonstrate its truth. First the true church will be
withdrawn, but for a time things will proceed as usual while religion
vaunts itself in organised grandeur. The apostacy will meet its condign
judgment from God through the peoples of the earth. “Men gather them and
they are burned,” 14 declared our Lord concerning the branches that
abide not in Him. And the world which may rejoice that religion at last
is a dead thing will then discover to its horror that under the judgment
of God on religious Babylon, Babylon commercial and Babylon political
will perish as well. Nothing of Babylon is of any value to God in the
era of the reign of righteousness. The things that men value most must
be swept away to prepare the way of the Lord. It is a terrible thought
that the heart of materialistic Babylon is an apostate church thriving
on the imitation of truth. In such circumstances the child of God has
need to take heed. Paul said of Satan that he was not ignorant of his
devices, but perhaps we cannot say so with the same confidence. We have
need to be more than wary. Unless we are resolved to test everything by
the Word of God we shall find ourselves lured by imitation. In
particular let us beware of all that specious propaganda in religious
circles whereby the issues are declared to be as between the church and
the world. The issues are between the world and God’s Beloved Son. It is
His glory which is to be our concern. Let us also watch the campaign for
re-union. The church is and always has been One Body. Every true
believer in that Body recognises the Holy Spirit in other believers and
will be utterly unconcerned about the particular denomination to which
he may or may not belong. Re-union which is based on the give and take
of denominational headquarters can never be of God. The religious
leaders of our country are always pleading for honesty and sincerity in
our statesmen. May we not with all kindness ask them to proceed along
the same path? Why do not our leaders of the State church and the Free
churches discuss the possibilities of closer fellowship on the basis of
what is the teaching of the Word of God? There might be room and would
be room for honest differences of judgment on certain passages, but
immediately many truths would emerge that would need to be learned by
all Christians. Wherever the Lord’s people go right down on their faces
before God to know His will from the Word, then before doctrine can be
amended lives must be adjusted. When thus our hearts are put right
before God other things would be perfectly clear. It would be abundantly
clear for example that there can never be any official relationship
between the church and the state. There is not a trace of it in the New
Testament. The idea that a Prime Minister in the Government can nominate
archbishops and bishops would be at once such a spiritual monstrosity
that the relationship would have to be broken. It would also be
perfectly clear that the church can never be entered by forms and
ceremonies. By admitting to the Ordinance of the Supper all who at age
of fourteen or sixteen present themselves for confirmation or any other
ceremony we fail to maintain before the world that the church is a
company of those who are redeemed in the precious blood of Jesus Christ
and have received the seal of their inheritance, even the Holy Spirit.
Even in the Free churches it is held by some that the sprinkling of the
baby admits it to the church as a child of God, and thousands in both
the Free churches and the State church are under the impression that
having conformed to certain requirements they are absolutely right for
all eternity, when the awful truth is that they are lost; they are
without Christ and therefore without God and without hope. 15

Furthermore we see that the final apostasy manifests itself in the
effort of the apostate church to rule the rulers of the world.
Inter-nationalism is sapping the life blood of the churches. World peace
between nations is the goal of so many pulpits, but that is not the goal
of apostolic teaching. It is so easy to be engulfed in these things if
we slip away from the Word of God. Let the reader beware! A faithful
testimony in the Word of God, a watching and a service in line with His
coming is what is He asks of us. If we render it in humbleness of spirit
we shall one day stand in His presence and not be ashamed before Him at
His appearing. If not, trusting in ceremonies, traditions,
ecclesiastical decrees and bulls, edicts and creeds of men, we may find
ourselves being swept into a religious vortex wherein religion
increasingly is sucked down into the Whirlpool of national and
international politics. While actually in God’s sight it will be sinking
into the abyss, it will probably appear to be a masterly expression of
power and influence, but the end is destruction. God grant us the heart
and the eye of the apostle to perceive the spiritual wilderness amidst
all the present vaunting of religious ceremonial. Without doubt we shall
be cast aside now, but we shall be filled with joy at His
appearing 16 and that is the issue that matters.
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8. Satan

It is an interesting fact pressed home by a fair amount of experience
that most Christians think that views upon Satan are matters for
individual opinion. As a rule the idea that such a being exists is
scouted very definitely. For the rest it really does not matter what
your views are because the being, if he does exist, has no connection
with Christians who are living very decent lives and go to church
regularly more, but usually less. So skilfully does Satan hide himself
that it would be impossible to secure a serious conference among
religious leaders today to discuss from the Word of God how Satan might
be deceiving us today. Such is our parlous condition when the existence
of Satan is really a primary issue for the Church. Let me put this very
simple position to any Christian or other person who may be able to
exercise sufficient patience to have reached this chapter. Is it not a
fact beyond dispute that if there is no such being as Satan then the
Bible is hopelessly discredited? Our Lord, for example, is clearly
declared to have met Satan in the wilderness. If there is no such being,
then the record of the temptation is mythical. On the other hand if
Satan exists as the Bible declares then modern Christianity is
hopelessly condemned, because his devices and wiles are not being
pointed out by the pulpit, and indeed by many clergy and ministers his
existence is ridiculed. There can be no shadow of doubt that on the
issue of Satan either the Bible or modern Christendom is certainly
condemned. I believe the Word of God implicitly on this issue, and there
is no doubt in my mind that the Lord’s people have great need to be
armed against this terrible adversary, for terrible he is! In Scripture
he is described as being the head of the demon world. 1 There is a
personal devil, always referred to whenever the singular number is used
in Scripture, and demons, which should be the word used instead of the
plural “devils”. This supernatural host is ever pressing down upon the
human race. The prince of the power of the air is described by Paul as
being the spirit that is working in the children of disobedience. 2
He is also called the god of this world, and he seeks to blind the minds
of the unbelieving. He is clearly set forth as being utterly and
absolutely opposed 3 to all the work of redemption and particularly
to our Lord Jesus Christ.

It may be that in drawing attention to Ezekiel 28 I shall not at once
carry the conviction that is needed. At the same time if verse 11 and
those following are carefully studied there can be no doubt that the
king of Tyre is here a symbol of Satan. He is described as being in the
garden of God, perfect in his ways from the day that he was created
until iniquity was found in him. He is called the anointed cherub, and
God declares: “I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of
God, thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.”
Certainly this is no ordinary king. It is a description of Satan before
he rebelled against God, before iniquity was found in his heart. He is
seen to have been given lordship and dominion by god, anointed to rule
but he has rebelled. In his rebellion against God he brought into chaos
not only angels who rebelled with him but the world over which God had
given him dominion. Genesis 1 is not therefore an account of the
original creation of the world, but of its re-creation after chaos
brought upon it by Satan. Hence the Spirit moved upon the waters to
restore that part of the universe cursed by the revolt of Satan, and His
activity forms the record of the opening chapter of Genesis. When Adam
was given the authority to name the animals 4 it was clear that it
was God’s intention that he should succeed to the authority Satan had
surrendered by his rebellion, and this will explain why Satan was so
desperately anxious to seduce the new instrument God brought into being.
When Adam and his wife fell God declared that the seed of the woman
should bruise the serpent’s head, 5 and ever since there has been
this deep enmity of the powers of darkness against the seed of the
woman, first against mankind in general, then against The Seed, even the
Lord Jesus, and no less against the Seed of the church. It may be asked
why the Old Testament is so occupied with the history of one nation, but
here is the answer: it was the nation out of which the world’s Redeemer
was to spring and as such was especially the object of the hatred of
Satan and his hosts. We can understand, similarly, the slaughter of the
innocents by Herod. 6 It was the inspiration of Satan for the
destruction of the woman’s Seed that should bruise his head. It was by
the inspiration of Satan that they put Him on the cross, for their hands
were “wicked hands.” No doubt the powers of darkness believed that
Calvary was the end of the Divine purpose, but God raised Him from the
dead. 7 Our Lord went down into hades 8 and triumphed over the
powers that were there on the Cross. He spoiled principalities and
powers, making them an open show. Then having shewn Himself to the
disciples, He ascended through the air, the sphere of Satan’s
activities, into the Throne of God in triumph and absolute victory. 9
Now He cannot be touched by Satan but His Seed, who have received His
life by the Holy Spirit, are the present object of all the pressure of
Satan. He it is who contests the testimony of redemption, he it is who
makes the prayer life of the believer so difficult. Hence Paul speaks of
the true church, declaring: “We wrestle not against flesh and blood but
against principalities, against wicked spirits in the heavenlies.” 10
All the conflicts of men are deemed to be in the realm of flesh and
blood, but the church indwelt by the Holy Spirit is the one society on
earth that can wrestle with spiritual weapons, and particularly prayer,
against this terrible enemy.

In Revelation 12 we are told “there was war in heaven.” Christian
leaders who so confidently talk about a warless earth need to explain,
and not explain away, this reference to war in heaven! That war is a war
of supernatural beings. It is between Michael and the devil. In Daniel
10 the one who comes to help Daniel in answer to his prayer tells how he
has been frustrated by a supernatural being, but he overcame because
Michael helped him. Again, in Daniel 12, at the time of the Great
Tribulation Michael shall stand up for his people. In Jude we are told
that Michael contended with the devil about the body of Moses. This
angel Michael is evidently an important being. He is head of that host
of angels who, as the writer to the Hebrews tells us, have been sent
forth to minister to those who are about to become the heirs of
salvation. 11 Angelic forces are preparing the way of the Lord and
will doubtless precede our Lord from the glory; they are preparing His
way. In their contest with Satan on the day of the Lord’s coming they
will overcome and he will be cast down to the earth. The heavens will
rejoice to have been forever delivered from this awful being who has
persisted in the most bitter antagonism against the Lord and against His
anointed and they will cry: “Now is come salvation for the accuser is
cast down.” 12 The accuser of the brethren! This being, about whom so
many people laugh contemptuously, is a liar 13 before God concerning
every believer, but let us be thankful that in the Throne of the Father
we have an Advocate, Jesus Christ the Righteous 14 and He is the
propitiation for our sins, so that when Satan declares and broadcasts
our sins in heaven, Jesus covers them with the value and the power of
the precious blood. The heavens will thus rejoice, but it will mean woe
to the earth, because the devil is cast down from the air and he knows
that his time is short. Evidently Satan can see something of the future.
Probably he remembers the declaration of God in Eden and knows it cannot
fail. If so he is seeking by every means in his power to blind the
unsaved to the meaning of eternity, and also to chill and dull the heart
of the believer when he knows all the time that the issues of eternity
are foremost for every human being. In very truth he is an arch deceiver
and thousands are being deluded by him.

When he is thus cast down it would seem that he will seek incarnation in
the same way as the Word who was made flesh, not by means of birth
necessarily, but by entering some man who will be willing to receive
him. Once only are we told of Satan himself entering into a human being.
He entered into Judas for the work of betrayal 15. We believe he will
enter and possess in person the Man of Sin who is called the son of
perdition. His object will be as it has ever been that hell, which has
been prepared for the devil and his angels, shall have as many human
beings in it as by his wiles he can delude to destruction with him.
When, however, our Lord comes to Olivet and judges the nations, He will
proceed to bind Satan. How that will be done we cannot tell, but it
means very clearly that Satan 16 will no longer be free to do as he
will. Being bound he will be cast into the abyss and there he will
remain for a thousand years. At the end of the thousand years he will be
loosed for a season, an action on God’s part which is perplexing
considering his nature, but no doubt whatever evil will be in that
liberty God will turn to good. It may be that it is God’s last chance
for Satan. Has he learned anything by the imprisonment in the abyss for
a thousand years? Has it taught him that God is sovereign and that the
kingdoms of the world belong not to Satan but to Jesus and to His Seed
of the redeemed church? I like to think that it means it is an
opportunity of mercy for Satan. If it is then speedily it reveals that
Satan has by no means changed, for he goes out once more to deceive the
nations and to gather them together for war. 17 It may be too that he
is permitted freedom so that the people who have lived during the time
of his binding in the abyss may be tested out. The carnal heart of man
is speedily lifted up in pride. With Satan bound temptation will not be
in that era what it is now, and men may be inclined to think themselves
wiser, stronger and better than is consistent with the facts.[#]_ There may be pride vaunted against God, there may be a growing
feeling in the human heart that too much is laid at the feet of that
Greater than Solomon Who reigns in Jerusalem. However it may be, Satan,
when he is loosed goes forth to deceive the nations to bring them once
again into the spirit and enterprise of war. Once again the hatred of
the nations is directed against Jerusalem and against the Mighty Prince,
the reigning Lord Jesus, Who rules the earth from its throne. God will
not then have need to exercise restraint with regard to Satan as He is
doing now. Today the church must be completed out of the world by the
calling of the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Word but then,
in the millennial era, that purpose will have been accomplished. Hence
fire descends from heaven and devours those armies that come against
Jerusalem. The devil is cast into the lake of fire where he shall be
tormented day and night for ever. 18

That is in brief, the revelation of the Scriptures concerning the
history, the present activity and the final destiny of Satan. Will the
reader care to contemplate carefully and without prejudice the question
whether he or she is being deceived by Satan? If you find yourself
resenting the suggestion, that is in itself proof of the work of this
enemy of your soul. Certainly all have been under his influence and many
still are. If Satan would tempt Jesus to fall down and worship
him, 19 do you not think it is quite likely that he would also tempt
you and that also in the realm of worship? He works upon all that which
in our fallen nature is at enmity against God. He is particularly active
in the realm of worship and is perpetually inclining people to be
satisfied with what they do in worship, for which they ought to take
credit. All self-righteousness is the work of demons, all worship that
takes the mind off Jesus in His glory is under his influence. Preachers
are declared to be ambassadors beseeching men to be reconciled to
God 20 and this is the ministry the Holy Spirit blesses. The Spirit
of God is grieved when he listens to the preacher declaiming on subjects
that are concerned only with time, and never utters a word concerning
the salvation of their souls which is the crucial need. But Satan loves
preaching that is silent on the Cross, 21 that never troubles people
about sin or distresses them with solemn references to death and
eternity. It is Satan and his host who obsess the mind in temptation,
blinding the mind to all its consequences, yet at the same time if the
soul contemplates taking Christ as Saviour immediately fills the mind
with dark forebodings as to the consequences. It is Satan who, when sin
has been committed, either seeks to mollify the conscience by suggesting
that after all it was but a little sin, or else magnifies the distress
of the sinner to make him feel there is no hope of mercy or forgiveness.

“Taken captive,” says the Word, “by the devil at his will.” 22 When
the Scriptures are studied by the aid of the Holy Spirit there will be
unveiled to the believer something of the wiles of this great adversary.
He seeks to make and retain captives. Within his captivity a man may
take up any social or political work, he can be respectable, religious
and concerned for the public good. Not always does Satan bring a man
into grievous or outrageous sin, for that is not his supreme purpose. He
will do it if he can, but it may be that his purpose will be achieved
more successfully otherwise. His one great purpose in the world is to
prevent men from being redeemed into the new resurrection life of Jesus
in heaven. He knows that when a man accepts Jesus as Saviour the powers
of darkness working in the disobedient are cast out and the Holy Spirit
comes to dwell in the transformed sinner who is now a believer. That
means territory lost and power restricted. It means victory for Jesus.
If believers do not take much notice of John’s word in his epistle it is
nevertheless true: “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the
world.” Satan does not want to see the Holy Spirit, the Greater
One, 23 ruling in the hearts of men, indwelling them and withstanding
his rule over them and others. Hence the one thing that Satan is
concerned about is that men and women should never be redeemed into life
eternal. One man may be best kept away by being plunged so deeply into
sin that he loses all hope of God’s mercy, but the majority will be kept
away by self-righteousness, by confidence in their good deeds, by
respectability, by position in the world, by social considerations.
Hence Satan uses all these means to delude and deceive and especially
makes the mention of the blood of Jesus 24 to be most offensive to
the ear. The preacher who talks of these things is shunned. What is
wanted is the preacher who speaks to the people as if they were the
cream of society and invites their gracious co-operation for the good of
the world. If from their busy lives in all the great business of
politics and commerce some time could, entirely at their convenience, be
given to the work of the parish or a donation sent, then how greatly
indeed the minister will be obliged. And these poor souls go home
imagining they have done God service!

The first consideration is to be free from the power of Satan oneself.
Can one? Only One could say: “The prince of this world cometh and
findeth nothing in Me.” 25 But there are some indications of safety
which we ought to note and make sure that they characterise our path.
Let us be careful to see that our worship and our walk are in
correspondence with the Word of God. Our Lord vanquished Satan in the
wilderness by the Scriptures. Let us therefore keep close in principle
and practice to the Word. Let us no less encourage a constant meditation
on Calvary and with it a deep love for our Lord. That will separate us
from love for the world. If any man love the world the love of the
Father is not in him. 26 Let us as often as we remember to do so,
praise Jesus for the blood He shed for us sinners. As we commence that
habit so the Spirit of God will increase it upon us both as to occasion
and intensity. Let us also be sure that we cultivate a deep love, a
spirit of forgiving love towards all men. Those who may oppose and
criticise may yet be won by love. In any event we shall see through
these individuals as Our Lord did through Peter who, when he deplored
the Cross, was answered with that incisive and illuminating word: “Get
thee behind Me,” not Peter but Satan”! 27 We shall see that critics
within and without religious spheres are unknowingly being blinded in
mind and heart, and we shall understand that Satan is using them against
the truth of God. Personal feeling will disappear and we shall be led to
lay hold upon God for them in deep and ever deepening love and faith for
their salvation. Always be sure that whenever you have received an
injury, an unkindness, an ungenerous act or estimate that you answer it
by a continual prayer of love at the Throne of grace. God will change
the situation and the persons in it for love, the love of Christ in our
hearts is as omnipotent as the love of God at Calvary. There through
death He brought to naught him that had the power of death, that is the
devil. 28 Only so can we keep free from the power of Satan.

Then we must seek to free souls from his power. How that may be done has
already bee indicated in some measure. We read in the Revelation that
they overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb, by the word of their
testimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death. The vital need
today is testimony on the lips of those whose hearts are filled with
love. It must be testimony about Jesus and His blood 29 and in that
testimony we must be reckless about our own interests. Where it comes
from our lips in all the love of Calvary God will bless it. Satan will
do his utmost to blackmail us and to frighten those to whom we speak. We
shall, however, know exactly what to expect, and God will teach us how
to pray concerning such issues, but souls will be won, they will be
delivered right out of the hand of the enemy right into the life and
liberty of Jesus our Beloved Lord. 30 It is a stern struggle, a
terrible fight, but we are on the side of the Greater One and one day we
shall see the fruit of the conflict when Satan is cast down and Jesus
appears in His glory. What a joy when the arch enemy who has pressed
upon us so long is for ever under our feet! 31 What life will be like
in such circumstances we cannot tell, but to be delivered from his
provocation will be no small part of the glory that is to be.
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9. World Peace

The pre-eminent issue, absorbing the thoughts of the masses, is world
peace. It is impossible that anybody anywhere should be unconcerned
about it. It affects the life, the home, the future of every man, woman
and child. A miniature object lesson on modern warfare has been enacted
before our eyes in Spain. The scourge of death, bereavement, blindness,
maiming, terror by night and by day can never really be imagined; it
must be felt. We in England are living in comparative tranquillity and
comfort, but we are continually having it brought home to us that at any
moment we may be engulfed in war with all its consequences. If we
recollect the tension that preceded the Munich agreement and the relief
that followed it we may estimate in some degree what the masses think
about war. What is the answer of the Christian church to such a
situation? It may at once be said that clergy and ministers of all
denominations are most deeply concerned about this menace. If it were
left to them Europe would soon be free from the horrors of war or the
fears of it. There is within organised religion a will to peace,
continual prayer for peace, ballots for peace, meetings for peace,
resolutions for peace, sermons for peace, posters for peace. Some would
secure it by pacifism, many by disarmament, and some by a change of
government. The very painful fact, however, from which we cannot escape,
stares us in the face. With all the various efforts and remedies, the
spirit of war is increasing and the fear of war grows. So far, with the
best will in the world, the leaders of religion have made no appreciable
impression upon the rulers of the nations as a whole.

What has the second Adventist to say to such an appalling situation? He
addresses himself to the problem from the standpoint of a plain reading
and understanding of the Scriptures. He opens his Bible believing it to
be the infallible revelation of God and, without amending it in any way,
disputing its accuracy, rearranging its contents, qualifying its
authority or minimising its claim to inspiration, he firmly believes
that the Scriptures are the revelation of the mind and will of God, not
merely up to A.D. 70 but right up to the time when the kingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ. He
believes them to be prophetic, that they declare God’s purpose through
all time, and that it is a profound mistake to suppose that God
carefully guided men by prophecy foretold and then fulfilled up to the
death of Christ but thereafter flung the world out to get on as best it
could in dependence on the assumed authority of an ecclesiastical
system. Hence to understand the present situation he turns to the Word
of God to see what the Scriptures have to say concerning the hour in
which we are living.

Our Lord looked into the future and He foresaw a time when men’s hearts
would fail them for fear and for looking forward to those things which
are coming on the earth. 1 We will not necessarily assert that He was
looking into 1938 or 1939, we will only say that certainly in the future
as He saw it there would be such a feeling in the hearts of men, as we
know exists at this very moment. His words meant much more. So far from
things getting better and peace increasing with prosperity, He declared
with all the unique authority which was His that things would get worse
and worse until hope would give place to fear. There is not a single
word from the lips of our Lord that suggests that He anticipated the
nations rallying to the Gospel with the consequence that wars would
cease amongst men. On the contrary He saw desolation, war strife,
conflict and discord. Not only so but He added a word of importance to
His disciples. “When these things begin to be fulfilled, know ye that
the kingdom of God is nigh.” They were to look up. Men would be looking
down but the disciples on the earth were to be looking up. Catastrophe
would be facing the world, but world catastrophe would be the hour of
deliverance for the disciples. Nowhere does He identify the prospects of
the church with the world, but always He saw that those who separated
themselves from God in unbelief would most surely pass into commotion,
strife and war as the inevitable fruit of their attitude to God. To all
this He gave the solemn seal: “Verily, verily I say unto you, This
generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.” 2 That is to
say the generation that should see the beginning of these terrible
things should be the same generation as would see their consummation in
the coming of the Lord and the resurrection and rapture of the Church.

As far as the world is concerned therefore the Scriptures declare that
this present age is destined to end in disaster. There will be wars and
rumours of war until the great battle of Armageddon, which will end in
the personal appearance of our Glorious Lord on Mount Olivet. At the
same time there is much in Scripture that speaks of world peace. If
these passages are taken as snips from their context and offered to men
in their sin as promises of God they will do incalculable harm to
religion, but if they are taken in their context and expounded to men
then many amongst the masses will begin to perceive the nature of the
situation. The Second Adventist believes in world peace and is certain
it is coming. He believes that God has promised it to the world. “He
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many peoples: and they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.” 3 That is a glorious promise which is destined
literally to be fulfilled but it will be fulfilled in God’s way. The
Scriptures have at least seven conditions concerning world peace. It is
simply amazing that our religious leaders never make the slightest
reference to any one of them.

1. There will be no world peace until the Lord Jesus returns in person. In that wonderful day when He smites the nations at Olivet “the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be One Lord, and His Name one.” 4 Link with this the utterance of Jeremiah as God’s messenger in chapter 23, verses 5 to 8. “Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and He shall reign as King and prosper, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah shall be  saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is His Name whereby He shall be called, the Lord our righteousness.” Is there any other who can fulfil those glorious titles and offices but Jesus? He certainly    has not done this yet. It is what the world needs and longs for, and it is He who can and will do it. What a glorious day it will be when He executes righteousness and justice on the earth. That will indeed be the era of peace. That will be a work, declares Jeremiah, greater than when God divided the Red Sea, and its effects will be peace upon the earth, for none shall be able to resist the Holy One who reigns in Mount Zion. God has decreed that when world peace comes the throne that matters shall be in Jerusalem and its occupant His Beloved Son who died at Calvary. It is He and He alone that shall rebuke the nations, and it will be by His command that they will turn their armament factories into the production of the implements of peace and husbandry. That is very significant because it looks as if the nations will almost starve themselves in the effort to be adequately armed, so that the very first task of His personal administration will be the provision of the means of agriculture. Of course this
position is ridiculed by the unbeliever and by very many Christians, who never think it strange when their outlook coincides with that of the worldling. In the meantime every honest judge of the situation will be compelled to admit that as events are moving today there is not a scintilla of evidence that the anti-Second Adventists are right. Free Church ministers have lately been sitting at the feet of Mr. Lansbury. He has made great efforts for peace by visiting many
European statesmen, but his gospel of disarmament is as dead as a dodo. There is not a single responsible statesman in Parliament who would dare at this critical time to trust the policy of disarmament for world peace. And the Second Adventist who sees war as the fruit of sin insists that you must deal with sin if you would deal with war, and the only One Who can deal with sin is now in heaven, having finished the work on the Cross. He Himself is coming to rebuke the nations and to usher in the millennial era of peace. Outside of Him
there is no hope of world peace. It is well that we should learn that prayers offered contrary to the teaching of Scripture have no avail with God. The ecclesiastical rank of the man who prays, whether the
prayers are to be “said” or “sung,” whether they are ordered to be said in all churches by the Privy Council or not, all these considerations are of no avail, bishops, priests, cardinals, popes, Free Church ministers who pray against the teaching of Scripture are
not heard in heaven. He and He alone is destined to usher in world peace at His coming.

2. There will be no world peace until He is the World’s Dictator in
Jerusalem. The greatest industry in the world today is the manufacture
of armaments. Germany is taking huge financial risks in an effort to be
impregnable. She hopes to be such a menace to her neighbours that nobody
will dare to go to war with her. With Italy and Japan in close
partnership she is compelling all other nations to follow her example.
We are therefore likely to see the development of the idea of central
control. Governments rule over their own nationals, but the masses are
now thinking that some central control over governments is needed.
Geneva, with its Parliament of the League of Nations, expressed this
growing conviction, but everybody today recognises that the League as a
really effective instrument has passed into the records of history. We
are destined to see the development of Dictatorship as the one solution
to the world’s international difficulties. In principle, dictatorship is
probably right. The masses of the people cannot govern, for apart from
varying mental capacity they are not in possession of a tithe of the
facts that govern any situation. Let me repeat very clearly that, in
principle, dictatorship is probably right, but let me also add that it
is of immense importance who the dictator is. As men are taught by the
very peril of humanity to put their trust in personal leadership, Satan
will step in to provide his instrument for their need. He will be the
antichrist, but his policy will lead the masses right into the most
terrible war the race has ever known. Then will be the moment of God’s
deliverance, when His chosen Dictator, the One Who has proved His love
for the world by dying for it, will return to reign in its midst in
life, resurrection life. Who has a greater right to the throne of the
world than Jesus? When Satan offered Him the kingdoms of the world for
an act of worship He refused them, but He took them by the shedding of
His blood, and if there is One Man in the Whole universe who has the
right to the confidence of the peoples and the wisdom, the love and the
power to reign over them, that Man is the God-Man of heaven, even Jesus
our Saviour and Lord. Blessed be God He is destined from all eternity to
become the world’s Dictator, and we hail the day of His enthronement in
Jerusalem 5 with joy and thanksgiving.

3. There will be no world peace until Satan is bound. I do not expect
statesmen to entertain such an idea for a moment, but I am greatly
surprised that professing disciples of the Lord Jesus who claim to
preach His gospel should be silent on this matter. Let us see what a
strange situation has developed in recent months. Immediately after the
Munich agreement, when one would have thought that men everywhere in
Europe would have been glad to have laid in the dust every divisive
issue, Poland stepped in to claim her share of Czecho-Slovakia and as
she made her grab in the north so Hungary pressed in the south. General
Franco advanced rapidly in Spain, Great Britain agreed to recognise the
conquest of Abyssinia, and then Italy proceeded to make new claims upon
France. Notice how it is done. There is what seems to be a spontaneous
demonstration in the Italian Parliament, which grovels at the feet of
Mussolini, it is followed by a bitter Press campaign, and finally in due
course Mussolini makes a pronouncement which gives ground for grave
fears that nothing but huge concessions in Tunisia and on the French
frontier will satisfy him. Since then Japan has made a serious demarche
in the Pacific, filling Great Britain and France with grave
apprehensions. Yet all the time everybody wants peace! Recently there
was an article in the “News Chronicle” which declared that diplomacy
consisted very largely of deceit and make-believe. Is it possible that
statesmen can indulge in make-believe when millions of lives are at
stake? One would suppose that statesmen observing the formidable piling
up of armaments and knowing their possibilities would be unwilling to
take responsibility before God for the awful slaughter such weapons
envisage. What makes this mass hysteria? Why do common folk when massed
together behave so strangely? The reader of Scripture has no hesitation
in providing an answer. There is another power working amidst human
life. St. Paul saw it and named it as “the spirit now working in the
children of disobedience.” 6 It is Satan with his host of demons who
is exercising such a terrible influence in the affairs of men, and until
he is dealt with “common sense” as men call it can never rule the world.
There is nobody who can deal with Satan save Jesus. He alone has taken
complete and absolute victory of this demon spirit who works so
incessantly in the hearts of men. Satan was defeated in the wilderness,
he was defeated on the Cross, and he is destined to be removed from the
place of influence in the experience of men, but none can do it save
Jesus, and He will deal with him effectively when He comes and
ultimately casts him into hell. The man who envisages world peace and
plans his campaign without thought of Satan is as utterly foolish as a
man who would try to beat the British navy in a rowing boat!

4. There will be no world peace until the saints rule the world. Very
clearly our Lord taught the fact of the saints ruling the world in His
“Parable of the Pounds.” 7 The servants who had been faithful with
the pound were made rulers over cities. The saints are destined to rule
the world, but they are impatient about it and want to rule it now.
Instead of confining themselves to be witnesses to His Cross and Coming
the saints are for ever trying to order an unchristian society to live
as if it were already redeemed. I might as well try to make a horse bark
like a dog. The duty of the saints while Jesus is in heaven is to be
witnesses unto Him. “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” 8 When our Lord
comes again to the earth and establishes His rule in Jerusalem His
redeemed saints will be His representatives throughout the universe. The
world today is in the hands of men of all creeds and none. Dictators
have no thought of God, and the masses who elect their Parliaments agree
with the Dictators at least in religion. More and more political
meetings are being held on Sundays and less and less is thought of man’s
responsibility to God. Such people are utterly useless in the real,
living, progressive government of the earth. If this is God’s earth,
then it needs to be governed God’s way and in accordance with His will.
the will of God is vested in His Beloved Son Whom God has already made
heir of all things. 9 Through Him He will judge the world for its
wicked rejection of Him and its terrible misrule of the earth. 10 But
then the earth is to have an experience of what Divine government really
means and in that day when Jesus is here He will come with His saints,
from whom He will never again be separated, and through them He will
administer the will of God in righteousness. While the Lord is absent in
the heavenlies our task is witness, holy living, but when He returns it
will be government. Know ye not the saints shall judge the world? 11
God speaks these things so clearly in His Word, but we let them fall
away from our minds like autumn leaves, preferring to set up cinema
councils to decide what shall be shewn in the local cinema while the
saints are at worship, protesting against this, protesting against that,
making ourselves to be killjoys for those who have no hope In Christ. We
deliberately want to deny them what little pleasures they have got while
we tell them there is nothing in the blood of Christ. We make a terrible
fuss because they will not fill our chapels and churches, but we are
silent about the glorious life of the Holy Spirit and the blessings of
salvation. What a strange Christendom confronts us today!

5. There will be no world peace until the temple is rebuilt in
Jerusalem. Ezekiel had the vision of that marvellous temple yet to
be 12 of which Solomon’s was an anticipation. It is God’s intention
that His Beloved Son shall be in the midst of His temple, and that the
Jew shall then go forth to tell the nations that a greater than Solomon
is in the midst of His people. Romanism is making a desperate effort to
become the centre of worship. Multitudes go to Rome to be allowed the
extraordinary privilege of kissing the Pope’s foot! It is the dearest
desire of the Mohammedan that he may be able to make a pilgrimage to
Mecca at least once in his life. Of course the Christian believer could
not possibly recognise such mass movements today. This is the day of the
Lord’s rejection. If they have hated Me they will hate you. Therefore
the day of universal worship can only ensue upon acceptance of the Lord
Whom it rejected. In the day when our Lord returns a nation shall be
converted in a day, 13 and through that nation the nations of the
earth will learn of His glorious presence and seek His face to worship
Him in Jerusalem. That will be a day when no passports will be needed
and trade restrictions will have gone. It will be a day when there shall
be security over the whole earth because of great David’s Greater Son
Who reigns and rules in Jerusalem.

6. There will be no world peace until the animals are at peace. The wild
beast in man is a sufficient problem at the moment that animals are
forgotten, but there are no one-sided views in Scripture. Part of
world-wide peace in Scripture is peace in the animal world. The animal
world shares the curse of sin. If they are wild and fierce they owe it
not to themselves but to man. When our Lord was in the wilderness we are
told He was with the wild beasts. They were under His control and
subject to Him. It was an anticipation of the day that is yet to be. In
the providence of God there shall yet be a time when the wolf and the
lamb shall feed together and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain saith the Lord. 14
Clergy and ministers very discretely leave this matter alone, but the
Scriptures do not. When the Bible speaks about peace it means peace. He
has made peace by the blood of His Cross, and there is nothing parochial
about that mighty achievement. It includes every living creature, and
the animals that have so grievously suffered at the hands of man are to
enter into the blessing. When He reigns over the earth nothing shall
hurt or destroy, and the spirit of peace that comes over the hearts of
men when He reigns and Satan is bound will be communicated to the
suffering animal world as well, for the peace He brings is peace indeed.

7. There will be no world peace until creation itself is renewed. Olivet
will cleave in the midst when His glorious feet touch it, 15 and that
will be the signal for many remarkable changes all over the earth. Water
shall run down from the sanctuary, like a broad river, rivers indeed,
says Ezekiel, until they reach the Dead Sea whose waters shall be
healed. 16 Today those waters are 26 per cent. salt, four times as
salt as sea water, but they will be renewed so that fish will live in
them and there shall be fishermen on the banks thereof. Creation will be
so blessed that new impetus will be given to industry, the desert shall
blossom as the rose. The mighty Sahara will be transformed, the barren
wastes will be fertile and productive, and everything shall live in
beauty and abundance. The creation cursed by sin, shall enter into the
blessing enjoyed through that Man Who reigns in Jerusalem. The peace
programme revealed in the Scriptures shews that the peace programme of
the modernist preacher is a very sorry and pitiful proposition. It is
entirely out of correspondence, both in content and measure with the
broad and glorious programme unfolded in the Word of God. And yet we are
called the people with the narrow minds!

The Second Adventist stands for a real peace policy. That policy is
vested in the Prince of Peace by virtue of His blood. The first step to
peace is peace with God through Him. No person in the wide world has any
authority whatever to commence a peace campaign except it begin with
peace in the heart through the laying down of all rebellion against the
will of God. That is the starting point of peace in the Gospel. We have
peace with God in the knowledge of sin confessed and forgiven, in the
reception of life from heaven in Jesus the One and Only Prince of Peace.
With the heart at peace with God in salvation the foundations of peace
are truly laid. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee.” 17 The believer knows that peace already and is sure
about it. He looks forward with confidence to the day when peace within
shall be matched with peace without, when the Lord of Glory shall reign
over the whole earth, when every pulse of the whole creation will be a
pulse of perfect peace in the will of its Redeemer and Lord. That is the
peace the world needs, it is the peace envisaged in the Word of
God, 18 and it is the only practical peace that the Christian church
is authorised to proclaim.
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10. Professing Christendom

There are many significant marks of peculiar importance in the last book
of the Scriptures. Its very title draws attention to the first verse. It
is the revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave unto Him to shew unto
His servants the things which must shortly come to pass. It is heaven’s
viewpoint of human affairs, to be most carefully considered and weighed
by every child of God. Blessed indeed is the one who reads and heeds. It
is essentially a prophetic book, and we may rightly think that the seven
epistles to the churches in chapters two and three indicate the varying
and progressive condition of the church from the Ascension of our Lord
to His Return. So frequently does that solemn injunction iterate: “He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”
The Spirit is speaking to the churches, He is speaking about the
overcomers in the midst of the churches, He is speaking of the Coming
One their Lord. How impressive then is that condition of the church of
Laodicea which is declared by the All-Seeing One in the seventh letter.
“So then, because thou art neither cold nor hot, I spue thee out of My
mouth.” 1 Is this a statement to be passed over lightly? Are we too
quickly to conclude that it is merely historical, a judgment on some
group of believers nearly nineteen centuries ago without any peculiar
significance to us now? Would that it were so! On the contrary there is
every reason to conclude, both from observation as well as from the
Word, that the conditions of the church at Laodicea represent the
condition of Christendom just before the Lord Himself returns. “When the
Son of Man cometh shall He find faith on the earth?” 2 We have
already seen both from the Word as well as by experience that the world
is not getting better, but here we find in our sorrow that the spiritual
condition of the church is also declining. The Spirit speaks to the
churches of a time when the churches shall be self-satisfied, having
need of nothing, 3 knowing not their essential poverty in the things
of grace, a church in which the Holy Spirit can do no mighty work, a
church which ceases to be of vital value to its Lord and is therefore
rejected as definitely as the nation of Israel.

The Name used is significant. He is “the Amen, the Faithful and True
Witness.” By implication we perceive that the church in the last time
will be a church that pays little attention to His words. His moral
teaching is certainly accepted in theory, but His great words on sin,
His blood, hell, eternity, His return, all these are explained away, for
men are resolved not to embody them in the witness of the Christian
ministry. “Behold I come quickly” 4 is the cry of the Bridegroom in
this book. “The Spirit and the Bride say come,” 5 but modern
Christendom does not say so. The modernist pulpit is quite uninterested
in His promises, some of our Lord’s utterances are definitely a
handicap, and every possible means is employed to remove their
impression. His prophetic word, of course, is scouted as being hearsay
of Jewish tradition, an unfortunate sharing by the Lord of Truth of the
apocalyptic delusion of an ignorant populace. It nevertheless remains
that He is still the Faithful and True Witness. The religious leaders in
England would much rather listen to a prominent scientist or a
well-known publicist as to the prospects for the future than they would
turn to the Word of God. But He is not only the Faithful and True
Witness, He is also “The Beginning of the Creation of God.” 6 By this
title He declares that He is the Author by resurrection of the new
creation, the people who possess and enjoy the life that is eternal. Of
this life as an actual and present experience the vast bulk of
Christendom is ignorant. I have been in touch recently with a church
where the minister a cultured man, has been preaching on our Lord’s
words: “Ye must be born again.” 7 It was the beginning of
difficulties in his church and sadness in his own heart. I have a
Bulletin issued by some Free Church Ministers in which there is a
serious discussion as to whether decision should precede or follow
admission into the church. While not desiring in any way to misrepresent
these views, yet it is really astonishing that such a question should be
raised. The true church is a company of men and women born again of the
Holy Spirit, and it is the duty of every local church to see that as far
as possible its membership is similarly constituted. There can be no
admittance without evidence of repentance and faith sealed by the gift
of the Holy Spirit. In no circumstances whatsoever can the company of
true believers recognise the living church unless there is a genuine
seeking to preserve the spiritual integrity of Christian fellowship. The
church of the Lord Jesus Christ is the church of the new creation 8
born again after the Spirit into the image of its Heavenly Lord.

Organised Christendom is also described as a “lukewarm” church. It is
“neither cold nor hot.” Does this mean that there is no real deep love
for the Saviour of the church? That perhaps would be denied. Yet as I
listen to religious leaders or read their statements I perceive no
calling to the people to give their hearts to Jesus Who has broken His
heart for them on Calvary. 9 Principles and ideals, programmes and
campaigns to which people are asked graciously to give their support we
have in abundance, but no love. The church appeals for the tolerant
interest of the masses, but it is almost silent on the broken heart of
Christ in redemption, and even in these dark days there is no appeal to
the hearts of men. It is not seemly now for professing Christians to
sing:


I thank Thee for wearing the crown on Thy brow, If ever I loved
Thee, My Jesus, ‘tis now.




Yet the greatest truth concerning God is His love, and that love is to
be brought home to men as a present reality by the Holy Spirit moving
through our hearts in the same tender Calvary love. It is what the world
needs, it is a ministry for many a heart, but we are lukewarm. We
endeavour to be philanthropic, ministers and clergy were never more
concerned for the social well-being of the masses, but the love that is
Calvary love, that moves men’s hearts to respond to Jesus, 10 that
love is lacking. It is love that springs out of the blood, and the
modern church has little to say concerning that.

Modern Christendom is self-sufficient. It will beg the favours of the
world, but it will not beg the mercy of God. There are thousands of
members in our churches who have never been to a prayer meeting, for
what Christian today would seriously consider the injunction to “pray
without ceasing” 11? All over the country there is the same pitiful
confession that prayer meetings will not go. Yet the prayer meeting is
the place where the people of God are to lay hold of their Heavenly
Father for the answer to every need of the fellowship and of the
individual. It is the urge Godward that is missing today. The urge
manward is strong, but Godward it is weak. I sympathise in a measure
with ministers because it is difficult to carry on a meeting which is
not supported, but no doubt if our preaching were designed to encourage
praying there would be some improvement. It is prayer that we need, it
is the sense of utter helplessness that must be if we are to be used of
God, but at the moment we are rich. That is to say as far as God is
concerned we think ourselves rich. If the churches are emptying it is
not because ministers are failing to preach the truth, it is not because
there has been any disobedience towards God, no, the only direction in
which religious leaders will look is in organisation, methods and
relationships manward. Urge revival and you will discover that few are
interested. Urge the ministers and clergy to get down low before God and
there will be little response. As to opening our Bibles and waiting to
know before Him where we may be grieving Him no religious leader in this
country amongst the great denominations has yet made the suggestion.
Indeed, today we are faced with a dual doctrine of infallibility.
Multitudes believe in the infallibility of the Pope and are so
mesmerised by the claims of Rome as to be willing to trust their whole
eternal welfare to an organisation that denies to them the privilege of
reading the Word of God. But in the Free Churches there is also an
infallible centre, it is not the Pope but it is the modern mind. The
Bible is faulty in the opinion of the modern mind. That settles it! Hell
has no reality in fact. Forthwith it ceases to be! One great statesman
said of another that he had a tendency to wipe out a fact with a phrase.
What shall we say of the man who calls himself a minister of Christ and
forthwith denies the teaching our Lord gave on matters of the deepest
concern? Much is said of the dogmatism of the Second Adventist. What
dogmatism there may be springs out of an honest belief in the
trustworthy character of the Word of God. If we are proved to be wrong
we shall be able to declare with a good conscience that we took God’s
Word at its own estimate, and at least no soul will have been lulled
into a false security. But what shall we say of the man who glibly
declares that there are many passages of Scripture which do not mean
what they say, or certainly have no relevant meaning to the reader in
the twentieth century? I should like those who are so confident in
shaking the people’s trust in the Bible to think carefully before they
speak. A man with strong Communist leanings came to my vestry in order
that he might vent his wrath on professing Christendom. He declared that
for years Communism had taught that the miracles of the Gospel were
mythical. For years, said he, the bishops have declared we were ungodly
because we held that view, but now they tell us they themselves do not
believe in all of them and they admit that we have been right all the
time. Then he added with confidence that in the same way all the other
traditions still being maintained would ultimately be surrendered. It
would be well if those who are so eager to retain the intellectuals
within the sphere of organised religion would remember that they are
being most carefully watched by the masses.

It is a curious feature of modern religion that in a very subtle way the
church ordained of God to proclaim Christ to men has thrust itself
forward on the public consciousness and obscured the Lord. In Free
Church circles the issues are frequently presented as being between the
church and the world, whereas essentially the church is a witness to our
Lord and all issues are between Him and the unbeliever. Instead of
calling men to repentance and to seek a saviour we are belabouring them
to attend services and ceremonies leaving them with the impression that
Christianity is a duty to be performed instead of a grace to be
received. The mark of insanity is the tendency of an individual to talk
of himself only. Many inmates of asylums appear to be quite rational,
but all their conversation is centred upon themselves. This a marked
characteristic of modern Christendom, which is silent concerning the
present glory and the return of our Lord but is very voluble about
itself and the world.

It is significant that the end of the Laodicean church was complete and
final rejection. “So then because thou art neither cold nor hot I spue
thee out of my mouth.” This is the end of all that religion in any
individual or organisation which is the product of the imagination and
is alien to the revelation of God. The Church of Jesus Christ is founded
on Him, in truth and in His life. It is independent of men’s opinions.
Men’s opinions cannot in the least degree affect the truth of God in
Christ. Their opinions do but determine their own attitude and destiny.
God has no place for a religion without a Holy Ghost revelation. God is
resolved to reject and dispense with all that is not of Jesus His
Beloved Son. Only that which was in the ark was saved at the time of the
flood, and only that which shares the life of Jesus will be saved in the
coming catastrophe. The Antichrist is doomed to be consumed with the
breath of His mouth, the Scarlet Woman will perish at the hands of her
one-time admirers, the church which professes but does not possess His
life will be spued out of His mouth. The foolish virgins are plainly
told: “Verily I say unto you, I know you not.” 12 The man who buried
his talent is cast as an unprofitable servant into outer darkness. Men
gather the fruitless branch and it is burned. The salt that has lost its
savour is trodden under foot because it is “good for nothing.” 13 Are
all these meaningless warnings? Is the answer of the church a
self-satisfied shrug of the shoulders that assures all and sundry that
within the sphere of organised religion everybody is perfectly safe for
time and eternity? It is this lost sense of eternal values that weighs
on one’s spirit. The church of today has no eternal message to press
upon the consciences of men. The issues that matter are political and
international, and we are leaving an impression on the masses that
eternity is of very little importance. Only when it is too late shall we
awake to the tragedy of such a situation.

What is to be done in such circumstances? Our Glorious Overcomer Who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Father spues the
organisation as a whole out of His mouth, but in mercy He turns to the
individual: “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my
voice and open the door, I will come in to him and sup with Him and he
with me.” 14 The day of opportunity for the organisation is gone, the
day of mercy for the individual here and there abides. This text, so
frequently used as an application to the unbeliever is really for the
believer. It is the appeal of the Living Lord in heaven to the
individual believer to let Him come right into his life for undivided
fellowship in all that He is in His heavenly glory and all that He will
be in His coming again. And that is where the issue is at this moment.
It is with the individual, with you, with me. The day of His appearing
is approaching. In that day the only issue that matters will be your
personal relationship to Him Who shed His blood at Calvary for you. Is
He yours? 15 Are you undividedly His? 16 Time is short, eternity
is long. Is the door of your heart wide open to welcome Him in?
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11. The Two Advents

The writer to the Hebrews declares: “So Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him He shall appear the
second time, apart from sin, unto salvation.” 1 It is very clear from
that statement that the purpose of God is bound up in two advents. We
rejoice in the truth that “in the fulness of time God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman.” 2 It would puzzle an unbeliever adequately to
explain the extraordinary influence of Jesus on the world. He may
repudiate His Deity and His sacrificial work in death, he may discredit
the resurrection, but he is still confronted with the fact that His
birth, as the birth of no other, has altered the affairs of men. With
His birth a new era began with God and no less a new era with man. The
vast majority of those who may read these pages do believe that Jesus
was and that Jesus is the Son of God. In consequence Christmas Sunday
finds our pulpits making reference to the indubitable fact that Jesus
was born at Bethlehem. It has to be noted, however, that the data for
such assertions is found only in Scripture. In some Anglican churches
the Bethlehem scene was reproduced and worshippers saw the cradle and
the manger. To me this seems interesting for two reasons. First the
historical fact of Bethlehem was first a prophecy. 3 When the wise
men enquired of Herod where He was Who was born king of the Jews, the
latter asked the authorities of his own court for the answer. 4 They
did not hesitate to say that the coming Messiah was to be born in
Bethlehem. Micah wrote his prophecy more than seven centuries before
Jesus was born and he declared: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He
come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
have been from old, from everlasting.” Therefore, before Bethlehem was
history, it was prophecy. Very few ministers make that clear to their
flocks, although if they are ministers of the Word they must know the
fact itself that the first advent was first prophecy and then history.
Secondly there are far more references to our Lord’s second advent than
there are to His first, and if the first has been fulfilled why should
we not equally expect the second? Further, if the first advent has had
such a profound effect upon society, what will be the effect of His
coming in glory? 5 The Scriptures forbid that any minister of the
Word shall separate the advents. He was once offered to bear our sins,
He is coming again, apart from sin, unto to salvation. He is to appear
“the second time.” When I think of how the Scriptures have been carved
up on speculative grounds, how readily ministers and clergy have
accepted the conclusions of these critics often without a shadow of
proof, then it is simply amazing that they steadily and persistently
refuse to accept the simple and clear word of Scripture upon the
undoubted fact of His appearing “the second time.”

Some suggest that whatever the truth there may or may not be in His
Second Coming the duty of all Christians today is to get on with the
task. But what is the task with which we are to get on? Surely God will
give us some insight into His plan and purpose. A bricklayer may know
nothing about the financial arrangements connected with the building,
the responsibility for the carriage of the materials to the site is not
his, the decision as to their quality is not his concern, but even he
must at least see the plan to know exactly where he is to lay his
bricks. A writer in a religious weekly believes in getting on with the
work and leaving the rest to God. It sounds so sensible, but what
builder would say to his bricklayer, “You get on with the laying of
bricks and leave the plans to me. Lay them where you feel led, in any
position that you sincerely think will be useful, and providing you lay
them where you sincerely think they will be useful I shall be quite
satisfied.”? God declared He could not hide from Abraham His intentions
in regard to Sodom. 6 Are we to suppose that either He has no purpose
today, or that if He has He does not intend us to know it at all? The
Second Adventist does not think so. There is in Scripture a plan
revealed. That plan is centred in Jesus Christ in redemption, in the
church indwelt by the Holy Spirit through which He as Head will reign
throughout eternity. 7

But what does this truth of His second appearing mean to the individual?
We who can see the plan, and believe it to be of God, what is the value
of the plan to us? In the last analysis it is our duty to declare what
this truth means to us in practical terms 8 as those who would seek
to be useful to God and in that usefulness to Him to be useful to
others. Let me then set forth what the truth means to me.

First, God wants a testimony. Hebrews 11 is the chapter of faith. Why
was it written? The closing verse of the previous chapter declares that
“yet a little while and the coming One will come and will not tarry.”
These Hebrew Christians were to hold on to that promise, and to
encourage them to do so they are reminded of the men of faith in the old
dispensation who have preceded them. They looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and architect is God. Enoch was a preacher of
righteousness declaring the coming of the Lord in glory, and although he
did not live to see the day he maintained the witness, and he had this
testimony that he pleased God in his preaching. These men believed what
God was most certainly going to do. They had received the revelation
from Him, they believed Him, they testified accordingly and they gave
God what He wanted, a living testimony from burning hearts that thought
of nothing else but declaring His truth. God longs for a testimony. He
surely desires that His church will press home upon men that He in His
sovereignty has a definite purpose in His Son Whom He has made heir of
all things. 9 He wants His people to share His revelation, and having
thus been enlightened by the Spirit through the Word, to proclaim it
from the housetops with all the power the Spirit provides. The prophets
and apostles gave themselves up to the testimony of God, and we must
follow in their steps. If God has revealed a plan definitely and clearly
in the Word, then that plan finds its centre in the personal return of
our Lord. I know of no other to be demonstrated from the Scriptures.
Therefore, let us delight His heart by declaring the testimony with all
our powers.

Secondly, this truth of His return saves us from continual
disappointment. The chaos about us is due to man’s rebellion against
God. No home can be peaceful where the children refuse a proper
obedience to their parents. No business could prosper where the staff
were continually on strike. In such matters the fundamental issue would
have to be settled first. If a home is in discord there must be
reconciliation between parents and children, the recognition of what is
mutually due. From that moment a new spirit comes in and the home is
transformed. Equally so our present chaos is due to our refusal to do
the will of God. The world is rejecting God’s Only Beloved Son, it is
refusing the life He offers, it is choosing its own path of self-will
and plunging into sin. It is utterly without hope until it is reconciled
to God. 10 Instead of dealing however, with this fundamental issue we
vainly talk of wonderful eras that are sure to be. We have talked of
them for a long time, some have come to believe in them, but for all
that they do not appear. Inside our churches we find a broken and
dispirited people. In the towns and villages of our land there is a
great heartache as the older ones see the young people deserting the
sanctuary for the cinema. Galleries that were once full are now empty.
The array of empty pews affects the courage of the boldest preacher.
What our people need is Scriptural testimony concerning God’s purpose in
the world. They need to know what God is still willing to do in and
through His people, they ought to be told of the wonderful day that God
has in store for His believing people when Jesus appears. Instead of
that their attention is directed to the plans and devices of men which
arouse hope for a time and then perish. No Second Adventist suffers from
despair.

Thirdly, the Second Adventist sees the Scriptures being literally
fulfilled. Everything in the world today fills in the picture of
prophecy. As the Word of God is studied prayerfully so the future is
unveiled to the eye, and most clearly the events of the world are seen
to be moving in that direction. If I did not believe in the Second
Coming as a truth of Scripture I should be very much impressed as I
looked out on the world. Even religious leaders are now talking of a war
that will end civilisation, and still they do not see that in all
Satanic destruction God must have a constructive purpose. But it is
there and the simple shall see it. The world is moving in the direction
foretold centuries ago, and the Scriptures that so plainly tell us the
direction of the world also declare the destiny of the church at His
appearing. Wherefore while men are forced to look down in despair, the
child of God may look up in confident hope. 11

Fourthly, the coming of the Lord puts the topstone on salvation. At
present my salvation, although certain and sure, is partial. The spirit
made alive for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a centre of Divine
life, but there is ever the lusting of the flesh against the Spirit. The
cry of the believer arises: “Who shall deliver me from this body of
death?” 12 There is but one answer. Jesus can and He will. I may pass
into the grave or I may be alive at the time, but when He appears He
will make rapture and resurrection to bear their fruit in the body
fashioned like unto the body of His glory. Consequently, I am not
keeping my eye on this earth with its transient issues. Satan desires to
keep those issues to the front that I may forget my heavenly
inheritance. My eyes are upon “Him Whom, not having seen we love.” We
are in the position of “yet believing,” 13 confident that there is to
be a moment when spirit, soul and body shall be in perfect harmony in
His presence, and then we shall know in very truth the real joy of the
Christian life. He reconciled us to God in the body of His flesh that He
might bestow upon us the Holy Spirit, the indwelling centre of the body
that is to be. If the believer has known any joy in Christ while in the
body of the flesh, then he has by anticipation a measure of the
transcendent joy yet to be. 14

Fifthly, It encourages a life well pleasing to God. We are living in a
world in rebellion against God. “The carnal mind is enmity against
God.” 15 It is nevertheless a world in which God is acting every
moment to bring in His glorious purpose in His Son. Every man that hath
this hope in him purifieth himself. If it is clear to me now that my
destiny is to be with Him at His appearing and to be like Him 16,
then I understand at once what God’s purpose in me must be day to day.
He desires me to covet most of all to be like Jesus. It is very apparent
that many of God’s people do not know what is their duty in the midst of
a distracted world. Their first duty, however, becomes clear in the
light of His appearing. Every believer should make it the immediate
concern of every moment of his life to know and to do the will of God.
Let him seek the mind and will of God in His Word, let him seek the
perpetual aid of the Spirit to work in him; for the greatest
contribution of any man to his fellows’ good is a life of holiness. “As
He is so are we in this world.” He lives in the will of God, for “the
life that He liveth He liveth unto God.” 17 He lives in victory over
Satan and sin, He lives in joyful communion with the Father. If this is
His occupation while He tarries within the veil, surely that must be our
occupation while we wait for Him. On earth He lived the balanced life,
free from extremes, a life of quiet surrender in peace to the will of
God, a life free from fret and strain, a life that became a channel of
blessing in the power of the Spirit. Surely in the midst of world-wide
chaos this should be our objective. It may not seem to be vitally
related to the great things men are planning, but it fits in with all
that God asks and requires.

Sixthly, it makes my task in the world obvious. Why are Christians left
in the world? They are left here to prepare the way of the Lord. In view
of His glorious appearing there is but one duty laid upon the church and
that is to plead with men to be ready and to be reconciled to God in His
Son. A person came to me recently and said he would not join our church
because he thought that in a large church there was nothing to be done.
There were already so many workers that no tasks were left. But that
young man entirely misconceived the situation. True we do need many
workers, and we thank God we have them. True we have more members than
offices to be filled, but then office is not of the first importance.
“Ye shall be witnesses unto Me,” said our Lord. Our aim is that our
people shall be built up on the Word of God, filled with the joyful hope
of His coming so that they will go out into the world to be His
witnesses. Where young people see the truth of His coming, there they
will see the supremacy of the task of evangelism. Out in the world day
by day, strengthened by fellowship with the Lord’s people, they are
making their witness to individuals who never come inside a church. They
see the urgency of the task, they perceive its glorious privilege and
are ready to pay the price of testimony. One is bowed down with
gratitude to God as one is permitted to see that this truth of the
coming of the Lord is bringing people together for earnest and believing
prayer, prayer that is strengthening them for the task of a living
witness. 18 They are becoming the true evangelists of peace. If there
is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents, then many who have caught
the vision of evangelism must be giving great joy to our Heavenly
Father. I am permitted to see continually the fruit of these
testimonies. Our membership is being built up by the mercy of God
through the prayers and testimony of our people who are learning to lay
hold of God for souls and are following up their prayers with personal
witness. This I believe to be the supreme task of the church. We may
well follow our Lord’s advice and let the dead bury their dead while
those who have His life shall preach the gospel. When He appears our one
regret will be that we were not more in earnest, more eager, more
persistent. Then indeed the most abandoned of us will repent of his
lukewarmedness and lethargy. I am profoundly convinced that if all
professing Christians were to forsake every other form of activity save
definite personal evangelism and the tasks related to it there would be
a marvellous movement of grace throughout the wide world. It would mean
revival in England within a very short time. I visualise ministers
awaking their people to the truth of the Lord’s coming and urging them
to holiness and soul winning. I see these people going out to touch
their thousands in offices and homes, I see their urgency as they press
the truth on the unsaved, I see the effect on backsliders, who would be
reclaimed and would come back to our chapels and churches. I can see
empty pews being filled, saddened ministers quickened and encouraged,
souls crying out to God for mercy at the end of the sermon or perhaps in
the middle of it, deacons and others kneeling in prayer with anxious
souls and a new flood of life coursing through the hearts of men and
women in the power of God’s salvation. I can see the baptistry being
opened in our Baptist churches week by week, when we shall no longer be
content to have a baptismal service once a month but we shall have them
week by week as souls are being saved and desire to confess their
Lord. 19 All this I find as a spring of inspiration from one’s
conviction concerning the coming of the Lord. All this I discover is
entirely consistent with apostolic activity, and yet I am told the
Second Adventist is an idealist and is not practical. But if these are
the works of such a faith, and they are, may we not very graciously ask
those who differ from us to shew us the works of their faith?

It is in such reflections that one is truly conscious of a deep heart
break. I was brought up in a Baptist church, trained for the Baptist
ministry, and amongst those of the Baptist faith and order I find
spiritual accord, yet everywhere I go I am conscious that in the
majority of Baptist churches Second Adventism is taboo. Any man who
believes it must never press it in denominational circles. If our
Colleges refer to the subject of His glorious appearing it is to treat
it as some treat their poor relatives or else to deny its truth
altogether. For lack of this teaching in our churches in the power of
the Spirit our congregations are being starved and our chapels are
emptying. In the meantime, let it be remembered that it is not the
godless only who are leaving our chapels and churches. There are also
many saintly men and women who are coming out in little groups here and
there for the love of truth. About these the great denominations do not
trouble. Their concern is to lure in the ungodly by any and every means,
and they would far rather get the patronage of the ungodly by dances and
whist drives than retain the love of the saints by teaching and
preaching the truth. This may seem to be hard hitting, but we are facing
a desperate situation requiring that we shall be faithful to our highest
convictions and the light God has given to us. The glory of our Lord is
imperilled by those who profess His Name, who call Him Lord but do not
the things that He says 20. There are multitudes in the world who may
yet be saved by a faithful testimony, and for their sakes as well as for
His we must give ourselves to the task of witness lest the hour known
only to God shall strike and the greatest crisis in the history of the
human race be upon us. When that day comes, as it surely will, may we be
found amongst the watchful ones who have traded with the pound while
their Lord is away, and who at His coming rejoice His heart and enter
into His reign. Even so come Lord Jesus!
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